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fr top bee [i Pious and Pru- 
dent, and loveſt Gods truth, 
and "the Chyr hes Pore 
b Peace, KN lan 
iece will not be unaccepta- 
ble to thee The Subjeld is is rags 
«nd ſuitable enough; azd I have endea- 
wvoured io handle it (/ ar py 1 medale 
with it) ſolidly, ſarisfacorily, and allo 
lucci ly, ay Alydrarions F 
tions ; 44 ICATIONS 43j0, # 
thou Mer PT: EY [ > 
(mall Leaves, and ngt read lon 
tirtle ; If If the Do&rine be fond, 
_ - ee to wake the Oo i 
and deſign is the ſuppre 
lads and Enos Lf wick tek 
( according as one or other of t 
three enemies [of our po & prg- 
Sade & exber ficlhly, «s Aﬀulte- 
t, F Forviedtion, G lution > Drunken- 
A3- nf, 
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"To the Reader. | 
weſl. 03 wordly, as Covetouſneſt, in- 
Jeſtice, oppreſſion, extortion, Or Di- 
veliſh, as Schifm, Hereſie, Blaſphemy, 
Contempt of Magitracy, Miniſtery and 


other Ordina.ces of God, The firit of 
| Which was too much indulged jn' former 
Limes ; andthe third (to ſay ndthing of 


the ſecond) is as much indulged in theſe 

6. "x . 
times ; I ans not now to fight againſt 
Aecſh and blood, bur againſt the ſpi- 
ritual evils of the times, which are both 
fins and judgments, and ſhew both mans 
wickedneſs and Gods wrath, and are 
(to ſay no more) as leavening, Matt. 16. 
$.11,12, Gal. 5.9. Antichriſtian, 
1 1Joh,2.22. and 4.3.and 2 Ep.10h.v.7. 
Sathanical, 10h.8.44. 1 King. 22.22» 
1 Tir, 4.1,2. Ad.13.10.' 2 Tim, 
3+ 8.: & prophaneneſs is , though now 
' more prattiſed, Preached and pleaded for 
then formerly : 1 am not able to encoun- 
ter with themmy [elf alone,” when theſe 
enemies come in like a flood, the Spi- 
rit of the Lord ſhall lifr up a Stand- 
ard againſt them ; 1 deſire not to ſpeak 
any 


- © oat Ed fc_. & Bas to. 6 6. qi 9. £*. 


TotheReader. 
#ny thing my felf, but to hear what the 
Spirir aith uns the Churches; and 
rv report what jwdoment he gives as he 


; bathleft it on Recordin holy Scriptere, 
| #n which are written the great things 


of the Law, andthe gracious; glorious 
things of the Goſpel: 0 let them'not be 
accounted a ſmall thing : The enſu- 
ing Tratt doth repreſtnt that the holy 
Gho doth (as it were) Cite or ſutninon 


an cauſe ſeveral ſpirits to be appre- 


hended and brought to Tryal ; and that 
he ſets down certain diſtinftive Signes 
and Symptomics of the Spirit of God , 
«nd other Spirits, And Laitly, Thathe 
doth examine and determine ſome parti» 
eulay caſes brought before him concern- 
s7g the Spirit of Prayer, the Spirit of 
Propheſie , the witnefing Spirit the 


 M niſterial 49d Anti- miniſterial Spi- 


rit: And whenthrs Treatiſe hath made 
this repreſentation, it gives up the 
Ghoſt, , 

It hath been my hearts deſire and 


Prayer , that 1. might repreſent theſe 
RM Jo: 


Mangheſter, | gt BE 
_ Margb,1.. 1656 


he 


5 
The communications of Gods Spitir 
are made matter of ſcorn by ſome,and 
by othtts a meer pretence' * what 
mote, uſyal now, then for fanatic 


the Spirit z 5,4 the filthy Grofcks 5a 


eAn oo. 


Cannot aomin the 
contentment thar*I 
took in this /ircle. , bur 


**. 


1 dicious 


j Wt WE when it was brou e 


3 


- ro me” for 


perſons to. pretend to a peculiarity «2 


the primitive times, gave out dias | 
others. were carval, they only were: 
As poiery 3E irits men , =» 


To the Reader. 


poſed to be taxed by the Apoſtle 
Fude,verl. Ig, 4uxixer H1ebihe wi Exorles, 
fnſuc, not having the Spirit ; that is, 

y their bruirich praRiſes they pla.nly 
ſhewed, they had leaſt of that Spirit 
bn” jo which-they. did pretend : Tertul- 
+ : tian when heturned Montapift, wror 
| , a; Book Adverſus Pſysbicor , againſt 
| the carnal or animal mes. 'intend- 
- . ing thereby the 0r:h@ox : But this is 
. notall, haw ; wy Vo ſuch kind 'of 
..pcrſons father the Bats of their own. 
*: , carnal hearts, upon the Holy Ghoſt £ 
= and intitle ihe Jeroefiows the Devil 
© ;:that evil ſpirit, ro the impitfions of 


* - thatholy Spirig of promiſe, by whom 
' , we are ſealed to the t, of Redemption : 
+ -Therctore it much concerncth the 
| Miniſters of the Goſpel, to vindicate 
*  _ the. honourof God, and to put peo- 
* ..;plc-upon trying the Sprrits, and in a 
-- , matterof ſuch concernment to give 
> .them the beſt light they can : You wil 
' bear with me «little in my. folly (for 
- + uchTaccount it to be,to acquaint the 
3 ; - world 

k \ 


_ 


To-the Reader. | 
world with the courſe of my priyate 
 Miniſtery ) and indeed bear with me, 
2 Cor. 11.1, whilcſt Itell you that 
conſidering the neceffity of rhe pre- 
fent times, wherein ſome deny the 
Perſonality and God-head of the Spirit 
others counterfeit his os F 
Oper-tions; and many mifhapen and 
wonftruous corctits, are obtruded up» 
on the world concerning both: I 
thought I could not better ſerye the 
preſent truth, and accompliſh the ends 
of my Miniſtcry , than by clearing 
up, the whole Dottrine i the Spirit, 
as touching his Godhead and Perſona- 
lity , His Effuſion firſt, upon Chriſt 
as the Hear, (cnſibly at his Baptiſm, 
Mat. 3. Onihe Apoſtles as the chief 
Agenis and Facors for his Kingdom 
on the day of Penticoft, 4.2. Then 
upon all Beleivers,till his ſecond com- 
ming , eſpecially on the Minifters of 
 'the Goſpel, who arc ordinarily pre- 
ſumed co have a more plentiful mea- 
ſure of the Spirit, according ro that | 
x place |} 


"  Tothe Reader, 
TRI which they ſuſtain in the body: 


was to ſtate the wan- 
per Kh b Oe the quality of hisope- 
Fat 97s, 1 1h ightuing , Senttifying , 
Pies  Confortng, S rrengthning, 
= Fe, ent thoughts of, 7 


r, our bleſſedneſs in Heaven 
cially the influence of the 
piri "Ul on the duties of Prayer anfl 
Preaching : And after all this, I took 
occaſion of ſpeak. of re ſpin ng,grieving 
I Tcecbin g the Sol Fo PRs 
ide, and of gratifying and g ori 
the Sy ifit Wy Ret S in if Efers 
diſcol rles 1 mainly intended a Di- 
xcRian to Chriſtians, ro guide them 
in. the ir al of 0 f Spirits: and whileſt I 


, 44Yvt © 


Al confidering of, Ti + this work 
ubliquely uſeful, how ha FAR 

wes Fo preyered! by the pains of this 
lyopls \ Learne dand Tadicinns Authour, 
| ho! Bath treated of the fame Ins, 
Almoſti inthe ſane Method ; and that 
in n fu a ſuccin## and } rengthy' way, 
that\ thou complain gl f any thing, 2 | 
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- 
as" Wo 
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To the Reader 0: 1A 
will be 6fwant of Words'ndt of Mars 
el) x Much being ſpoken in. ſo Little 
2co you s form [Part cannot but 
profels my joy fl the, Lord hath 
inclined the heart of ſuch an able per- 
ſon to ſith an Argtitnene,. Now this 


good Lord bleſs his Labours to thine 
Uſe, Iam 
Fhine in all Clriſian 
| Service 
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Cnare. I ; 
oy, Tryal of Spirits in the 


general, 


i Yak are evil Spirits as well as 
$00d ; reprobate Angels *which 
did Hat abide i in the iruth, as well as Elef# 
Angels, which were confiravediir in grice + 
and ruth 5 'The'Scripeare” mentions 5 
Spirtt of the world, 1 Cor. 2. 13. 4 mans 
own Bs Ezck.,13..3. 4 perverſe ſpi- 
rit, Ha, 19. 2. a ſpirit of Divindtion,” a 
[pirir of Antichriſt , 4 ſpirit of error and 
giddinefs, s well as2 [pitir of trurh, of. 
Faith, of Love; 'of Merkneſ: - 2 Sacth 
{etsup falſe cads, 1n, oppo ro 0 Fi 
Frae "48d 11ving God, and fa 


in opp poſition 1 to the true Cl ti. Hts 
3g- \-: 2: 


2 Of Troalof Sporits in general. 
alſo ſets tip tyine ſpirits; in oppoſition of 
the true Spirit ; falſe Apoſtles, falſe 
Prophets, falſe Miniſters, in oppoſi- 
tion of rhe true and faithful Miniſters | 
of Chriſt. 'And the worſer ſort of | 
Spirits are abroad, Satan walks up and 
down, too and froin the earth. Manyfalſe 
Prophers are gone out into the world ; they 
have from God a kind: of permiſſion, 
though no approbation, 1 King. 22.22. 
and from men, too. much commiſſion 
and connivence : and this comes to paſs 
by the' wiſe and gracious ordering of 
_ God- Partly for the puniſhment, both 
'. of Miniſters, , which have too muchi 
_. complycd with the Sins, Errors, and 

Schiſmes of the times ; and of Profeſ- 
ſors, which have loathed Manna,grown 
wanton and weary of the moſt holy and 
wholeſome truths, and deſirous © 
Novelties; And partly for the proba 
tion and tryal of the truly, ſincere an 
- ſound Paſtors and People, Dewt.1 3.1.2 
1 Cor. It. 19.. As Toſtohs chaſtity w 


#ryedby his ſtrong temptations to un- 
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-| ſpirit of ſyme Herbs areas burrful; as 


| of thyulif Syivieoin wy 
cleanneſs, Gey. 39. 'or- poſſibly God 
ſhews us the miſery and miſchief of to- 
lexation,under which(as we plainly ſee) 
whatſoever is dear and precious in the 
eyes of God and hisPeople, is baſely 
prophaned and abuſed: Iris thetefore 
neceſfary, that we thould rr y rhe Spiris, 
Indeed it is not cafe tg difcern the affe- 
rence of Spirits; 4 bodily blemiſh; _. 
defect of an eye, an arme, orhan 
difcernable by every child, or tool; 
7 qdefe@ inthe lnttlectuals, is leſs diſ- 
cernabte ; and fpirituaF deceits are ſpun 
with the 'fincfh thred, and: leaſt:of alt 


MN] diſcoverable or confurable; yet it is 


dangerous nor to: difketn thery: The 


and 


others are healtbfuP: "Fhe Houſe 


Home of good Spirits, ts Heaven, of bad 


ones Hell ; cach of them- }abourts Cons 
d1& mento the reſpective places from 
whence themſelves do come.- ' Als 
2a Eve not Satan ine the 
Serpent , plunged both their / 


B 2 


ban 4 . . 
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n rig into aworld of __ -:..l 


4 Of Iryal of Spirits in general... 
| mifery ; and. many;of their poſteri 
—_ like UTE! cheated Mo Hell 
2 Pek, 2. 1,2, 30 

.- The Perſons.that are to try, . are the 
Church: of /God;;z,the Catholique and 
particular Churches,, Paſtors, Gayer- 
norszand every:Chriſtian; Thoſe thar 


are; truly Regeneratc, have in meaſure | 


|. the Spirit of God, and them God will 
keer 
| foully or not fnally; And thoſe that 
| hayc::qnely the ;common gift of the 
| Spirit, may thereby. be cnabled ſoundl, 
Enalinot fanttifyingly, or ſavingly) 
to diſcern and diſcoyer errors... Tryal 
isin* order ro,paſhng judgment; and 
though. private Chriſtians have not the 
judgment of deciſion; yer they have, 
andarc to. aſe the judgment of private 
preRical diſcretion, thattheir faith may 
 potbeumplicite and bliad, reſting only 
pon:men, . Butalaſs, whatever right 
or liberty all Chriftians haye, ſundry. 
of. them have no ability of trying ſp1; 
R tits ala not. in all caſes ;, az Infants 
ext -: £Y ; -1 


a 
* os 
: 
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-that .cither they ſhall not erre | 


wy 


| 
; 
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of Tryat of Spirits in general. 5 
in age,-{deot's, andthoſe that are,wzak 
int ; lan which ate indeed to becche- 
riſhed'and received, but yet into doubtful 
diſputgrions, Rom..1. 1. Caſtles, can- 
not be built in the Aire; Foundations 
muſt be.-Jaid, and Wells built, betore 


| the Roof can be laid, or Pinacle ſetup: 


Somebave need of milk,. and not of trons 


, medt, being unskilfulin the word efrigh- 
coy 


zeonſuef, Heb. 5.12,13. Oh thart 
would learn the -firſt principles of. the 
oracles of God, and huud themſelves in 


their holy faith upon. firm Foundations, 


which through - Gods wiſdome,, and 
goodnels, are more plain and eafie, be- 
tore they exerciſe themſelves in matters 
roo. hard and hjgh for "them ,. Pal. 
I3l.sT, J "dis 

- - The- Spirits, that. are to be tryed, arc 


| thoſe Spirits that we have need and vc- 


caſieng--as. well: as ability; to try.:- All 
Spirits .nced nottryiag, cither becauſe 


{| their folly and falſchood is manifeſt zo all 
] mes atthe firſt fight i: Thoſe thai Preach 


other Gaſpels are to be accurſed,Gal.1,7,8. 
"13L B 3 They 


"Of Tryul of Sylyies in gewetdl. 
FYure neither tobe enters aimed in our 
uſe, nor ſaluted by the > Toh. r0 

v} Ln mac inthe Bath, Jun 

By Upans net with him, -but heaped out 

| GE are is]. 
Fran in rhis 'cafe. 'Or becanſe 

been duly'tried alreadic z theres, 

atime of trying, 2nd'bur aritmey "and | 

"then there's a:rime of bold Foſtahar | 

nent on trial we'find good, and-ab-| ; 

"1500s all -up pear ance ' of vol ,1 « 

NIkE F. 21. 


The. Sereahiving 
ſraribing the Scripteres,found that Puuls 
of 8 _ found : Ln 4 Church| : 
' " t Bpbeſus beving tried the'f elſe Hpuſtie 

* tid found them' Was need irc þ 
\fame- Perſons and Dodrines  overſ « 
again, - As 17, Rev. 2. Alfo lome 1 
Spitks lienot if dur' way, and\we are 1 
motito&o'ot'of Gods way, 'toHind'out 5 
matters of rryal;- for then we'ſhoul 
hs ruſhinto many retnptations] $ 
{pend all theUaies of our thorvlifey 7 
men ietic*and examitiation-df theſe] G 
eaihs-and Jotages Of Pagans] 11 
"Turks 


Turks, Jews, Papiſts, Hcreticks and 
Schiſmaticks of ſeveral ſorts , inſtead 
of growing in grace aud the treneeref 

c 


| Chri#, Cyucified, and abounding 1n t 


ruits of righteouſneſs, 
, A = arily ſuppoſeth ſome 
Rule by which the Tryal muſt be made, 
and no righter or ſurer Rule imaginable 
then the Word of God; and #f they 
ſpeak not according tothis Word, it is he- 


| cauſe there s no git in them, [(ai. $. 20. 


whatſoever they boaſt of {aght in them, 
their light s darkneff : this is the Rule 
and Square of our walking, Gal. 6.16. 
and muſt judge us at the laſt day, 7ov. 
I2. 48, Rev. 20,12. God the Author 
of the-holy Scripture, is the Supream 


Law-givcr and Judge, the Maker and 


Expounder of the Law, 1/ai. 33. 22. 
Fam. 4, 12. This holy men writ , bein 
inſpired by the Holy, Eternal , Infallible 
Spirtt, 2.Pet. 1, ult, and and nene knows 
the mind of God, better then the Spirit of 
God, 1 Cor. 2.11, Tothe Spirit ſpeak- 
ing in, Scripture, all created ſpirits arc 
; B 4 to 


Of Tryal of $ pirits in general, 7 
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8 Of Tryal of Spirits in general. 

to be ſubje& : Pauls Dofrine (though 
an Apoſtle) was tryed by this Rule, 
AF. T7. 11, Though the Sctipture 
cannot do'all the parts of a Judge, be- 
cauſe it. neither ſpeaketh with the 


- voice of a man, nor doth it, or can it, 


examine or determine matters of fact z 
as whether Arius denycd the God-head 
of Chriſt, orno?'yetit is ſaid to ſpeak, 
Toh.'7. 42. and doth judge controver-- 
fies, *asa Writing, Hol. 8. 12. amans 
Will and Teftament, Heb. 9. 15. aChar- 


ity," 4 Letter, a Law doth ſpeak, and 


we may underſtand a mans mind by 
his writing, as well as if we heard'him 
ſpeak; and may better preſerve ,/-yea 
more and longer ponder upon 4writ- 
ing; then upon words only. * 

I ſhall adde this hereunto, by-way of 
Caution, That when I ſpeak of the'Spi- 
rits being,or dwelling in a Saint: T' mean 
not an eſſential or perſonal in-being or 
in-dwelling of the Spirit, as he is God, 
or the third Perſon of the Holy T rinity: 
God is {aid to awell in us, 2 Cor, 6. > 

=s an 


of Tryal of Spirits ingeneral, «<Q 
and'ne are the Templers and Habitations. | 
of God 1 Cor. 3, 16, 17.'and:Chniſtis + 
not only given for us, but#ous, Ita. gide | 
comes in to us, Rev. 3.20; is in mwylol 
17. 23+ hweth in me, Gal. 2. 20;:: awets 
leth in our hearts, Ephef 3.16, 17:48 
well as the holy- Spirit-of God: Yet 
me thinks it is ſtrange; to:ſay ZE 


Father, Son, and-Holy: Ghoſt;,- do 
dwell perſonally in' the. Saints'z-far |" 
whereas each Perſoniis' both: indivifible | 
and omnipreſent z this. ſeems both-td |? 
divide and/limit them; to. ſay,” that any. \' 
of them is perſonally here, or there, 'in Þ 
Peter, Paul, or other. Saints, and not |. 
in intermediate places ;” and "there-isa | $ 
generation of men;:now a daics;'that -; 
upon this account, would confound and + 
and equalize the Creator and creature: | 
the Erernal God, Father, Son and: 
rit, -with mortal (yex miſerable): m | 
If the'evil Spirit, though finite andli- | 
mitted, ' may act and rule 1» thechildrew. 
of diſobedience, 1 Toh: 4. 4. Epho2; 2. 
and may be ſaid to. keep the: bk, 4 

LR. 


no. Of Tryalof Spirits in general. 

' Zwk.21. 21. though hc do not inha- 
» bit perſonally in them; much 'more 
I TE ite and Eternal Spirit, 
Wi ſuch perſqnal inhabitation, a& 
_ aadxulcin Bcleovers. Beſides thisScri- 
 peure phraſe of in-bcing and in-awel- 
| Lie, doth import .only inwardneſs, 
 mecer-:relation and<cloſe.unian, Toh.'17. 
| 22,2.3.Hcnce Godus ſaid to be in Chriſt, 
4 as wellas Chrifimm God, lob. 17.21. and 
+ Saints/arc as welli{aid to/be 7», and to 
* dwcil es Chrift,- Rom.'8. 1. 104.6. 56. 
4 and to: be #2 :#he Spirit, Rom. 8. 9. As 
- Chrſtor che:holy Spirit are:ſaid to be, 
-Or:idwell .in:them; and therefore this 
+ phraſe>doth ino, more eyincerperional 
mhahitation, onithe one fide then one 
# the. othor. Tt imay be (granted; that 
- che Spirit of :God»bcing the laſtrof all 
| ehethree Perſons, inorder both of ſub- 
- fafting and-working, doth coine lower 
and mcorer T0 us, ;aud more. immedi- 
© ately cloſe with our :fpirits , then: the 
| Bather orithe. Son; For what: the\Father 
+ &tthe Son do re Ons 
"I. | Ou * 


of Tryal of Spirits in.general» It » 
foul, is mediatcly by the tholy'Ghaſt,, + 
and God by the Spirit on his part, doth 
rake bold on us, Ezek. 11. 19, (anduwye | 
arc theHubitationsof God:throug bt he $py-. - 
ri, Epheſ. 2. 21, 22. as we bytai s 
our partlay hold on/Chriſt, Tak. Law. | 
And he -dwelleth im our .hearesvay iftitth, | 
Eph. 3.177. andirmuſbot imeecth F 
granted, ithat the 8p1rit 'by a Mowny- 
my, may beſaid to.dwell inus,” winn 
wedwell in love, 1 40h. 4.16. andthe} 
unuth dwelleth in us 2 Epilobiv.c. When | 
we partake -of this Gifts and (Graces , | 
though theſe ibe-not the [Spirit dr 1falf ; þ 
for ihe Scripture: doth manifeſtly di- } 
Ntinguiſh-them fromit; ſaying there pre Þ 
druerſities of 'Gifts, and/but exc ofpirit ; | 
and-that theſe arc-bur the'Gifrs, Fuutirs, þ 
-and operations of thatone ſpirit, 1x Gor, | 
I 2:44. :Gal.'5.22.95 wheamwefay | 
TheSunicomes intwanihouſe, awe moan | 
not:the bodycof the Sun(for tharabities | 
.in its own:Orb) ag p 
ſo the Apoſtle makes the WordufiChaſt 7 
dwelling , ws, richly in all wiſdom; wy” 
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Of the Properties of the Spi- © 
rit of God,” with the vin- 
dication of _ them from, \ 
common miſtakes. 


T He Firſt unqueſtionable Property [ 
of the Spirit of God is, that it's, 
good, Pſal. 143.10. not only Metaphy= 
ſically, (fo the Devils are good, becaule. | 
they are beings) but morally : He is 
the Holy Ghoſt, or Spirit ; the Spirit of 
holinef# , Rom, 1. 4. and his Motions 
arc good and holy and never evil; : but 
Satan is s Tor7eds the wicked ONnc, wick-, 
edneſfs, ſpiritual wickedneſſes, Eph.8,12%. 
the evil ſpirit; his temprations arceyil,” 
and to eyil, begs ſpiriref whoredoms,. 
an unclean ſpirit, Hol, 4. 12. WE : 
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- eba.to. murther, and lying, 1ohn $8.44. 
” toSacriledge, 4.5. 2. Covetoulnels 
- -and Treaſoh, Joh, 13..2: 

 ObjeR. But ths or that ſpirit moveth 
8 2 vey Durier, to abhor pride in Appar 
” rel, #0 renounce the world, &c. 

Wp ſn Though the good' Spirit of 
* Goddoth never temptto cvil, yet the 
| ſpirit formetimes perſwades to that 
| Which is goad., aad fo he transforms 
- himſelf into' an Angel of light , and his 
' Miniſters, as the Miniſters of regteeenf” 
wh; '{ppcaring and pleading for righ- 
y tcoliſnels, 2 Cor.11.14. but Satan doth 
Ft never move to good, as it' is good 
4 though by accident it may be matert- 
| "Ally good ) bur as ſome fin or evil 
4: ckeayesto it z his main defign js to pro- 
* rfiore evil, and he moveth to good du- 
- ties, but obzter, that he might more eaſt-. 
1 deteive, and be leſs {uſpeted rhe” 
+ Vat 1s goodtor the fiſh; but the, Fiſher 
i} meg at ahe- catching and tiling of the 
{: fiſh, nat at the feeding of them; and 
$1 therefore there is'an hook in it; fo 


=: 


_ | doth 


"With their Vindication: Ty : 
doth Satan in this caſe; Fames 1. 1 | 

Queſt. How may 1 know-when it is the © 
evil ſpirit that moveth me tothat which is 
good f > —"M 

dojo. 1, When we are moved tode + 
holy Dutics «nſutable ro good things, : 
in a bad manner, without care or Cot 
ſcience, viz. in pride, as David nut . 
bred the people (a thing in ſome cafes * 
lawful and neceſſary) 1 Chron. 21, I. + 
or in hypocriſie, ſo the Pharaſees faſted, 
prayed, and gave Almes, Matth, 6. 
with oppinion of merit, Gal. 5. 2.4.5.8. 
or for a pretence for the covering of our 
wicked intentions, Matth. 23. 14. 23. 7? 


ſo Herod, Matth; 2.7. $.” So to = 
or Preach carelefly, to ons L 
Lords Supper unpreparedly, and uii- - 
worthily , I Cor. 11, Z7. for Satan 
knows that not only the plowing of the * 
wicked is ſin, Prov.21. 4, Butallothelr : 
Praying, Propheſying, and their Set- 2: 
vice of God, their Satrificeto God, is © 
abhominable , Prov. 28. 9. and that a/ - 
enrſe belongs to ſhow that db the works f 4 

Gas- 


| Is The Propertres of the Spirit if God, 


God pigienntly, Ferem: 48. 10. much 
More it they do it prophanely ; And 
- Satan would have us by this means, to 
I go away with 4 curſe inſtead of a bleſ- 
X'; PoE , 
- .. Decondly,when we are moved to do 
” 'g00d Extravarantly, witiiour call or 
commiſſion: ſo C»rah and Dathan of- 
+ exrcd incenſe, Numb. 16. Such was Sauls 
> Fcrificing., 22's ſtaying the Ark, 
& (though. his intention was very good) 
F UYze4):s offcring incenſe : God is the 
God of orders the evil Spirit cauſerh 
- -Fiiaulr, diſoxder,diſtraction,confuſion, 
, 1C07,14.33- God hath appointed Or- 
+! gervio his Church , firſt Apoſtles, &c. 
Cor. 12.28. Eph.4. 11. His Canon is, 


4 
- 4 3 


For the Church is a» Army with 
ppers,in Military Rank and File; wo- 

&e appointed #0 keep [lence 3n the 
- Coprehes , and the Spirits of the Pro- 
"1 2h Is 476 10 be ſubſet? to the Prophets ; 
"Pp F very one ought to abide in his own 
E fiat ay Calling , I Cor. 7. 20. 24. 
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27S if ings be done in order, 1 COr. 14. 
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 Withtheir Vindication, 7 
And the Apoſtles pray (a very needful 
and uſetul prayer) that they may be 
delivered from abſurd men ; or mes out 
of their places, 2 Theſ. 3. 1, 3. 

Thirdly, When we are moved to do 
good «nſeaſonab!y, viz, when thereare 
other Duties,cither in themſelves great- 
er, Or more inc:mbent on us at that time, 
then that which we are moved to ; ſuch 
Sour conſ{tdering our worldly occaft- 
ons (at other times lawful and fir) upon 
the Lords Day, Amos. 8.5. Iſa. 58.13. 
So private Duties and Exerciſes, in 
time of Publique Ordinances, for God 
loves the Gates of Sion , the more So- 


Iemn and Publique Aſſemblies of his 
People more thez all the private dmel-: 


lings of Facob, Plal. $7. 2. So impertt>  - 


nent thoughts (though otherwiſe holy 
and goo4) which do hinder qur pray= |. 
ing, hearing, ſerving of God; thatwe: 
cannot ptay or hear, &c. as we olights/ 
with all our might, Eccleſ, g« 10. ſothat 
expreſſion of Peters love and affection 
to Jeſus Chriſt, was unſeaſonable, and 


C "— ſavoured 


13 The Properties of the Spirit of God. 
favoured more of man then of God, of - 
Satan then of a Saint, Matth, 16, 21, 

| 22,23. There # 4 time for all things ; 

 miſ-timing-of our Duties , doth turn 
| them to fin: Satan would make Gods 

' ways to interfer, and would haye one 

| duty to ſhoulder out another, if he 

{ cannot hinder every duty , he will hin- 

| der opus Dici, tlie preient duty : but 
the good man brings forth fruit in due ſea- 
fon, Pial; 1.3. and every thing is beau- 
zifull inits ſeaſon, Ecclel. 3. 11. £1 

Foutthly; When we are moved to | e: 
do good things »unmeaſureably, whena | © 
Chriſtian, clpecially a young Convert, [i 
will be 40/ng, Satan will have him over | 0 

- @: It was the dury of the inceſtuous Þ 8 

_—_ , to be ſorrowful, 1 Cor. 5.2, [th 
utthere was danger, leaſt Satan ſhould fr 

low him up with over much ſorrow, It 

2 Cor. 2. 10. It was a duty to keepthe 

Sabbath, bur the Pharaſees over-kepr Jty 

ic, Mat; 12. 1,2, the Euricha were to | 5: 

pray, but they would be alway praying ; | 

Ir is a duty for married perſons to 

- >... ae- 
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With theiy indication; I9 


| forbgar the uſe of the marriage Bed , 


for a time , but not too long, leaft Satan 
fhould Jempt thens for their inconſtavey, 
1 Cor. 7. 5. Then allo are duties un- 
meaſurable , or at kcaſt unſcaſonable, 
whenthey are prejudicial to our por 
Hof. 6. 6.. God will have me/cy, #0 

erifice, or do occaſton us to neple&t the 
chitics of our particular callings or rela» 


gerads Deum eft fine wad ; "but we may 


Or ſervice, and this excels is Satans 


ger botty' in them and others., hard 


is a Myr; ts _—_ Wzlb, {0 Frath is2 


thoughrs ob Religion, and drawthem 
from this exceſs in holy pertormances, 
to-an'Utter neglect of them, 

Fhe ſeconc}, unqueſtionable Proper- 
ty of ths.3 
F, "6. ihe, writ of reuth, loh;,46-1% 


3s Chriftis: Trim Toh. 24.6: as gaaduef 


£01- 


tions, 2 Theſ. 3.11, We cangotindecd | 
exceed in our love ts God, modus dilz- | 


extced iv external expreſſions ot love | 


licy, that he might weary out the ſpirits 
of meni,ride thenr off rheir legs, and be- | 


it of God, is Truth, 1 10h, 
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1 conformity to his Underſtanding , all 
{ truths below, are but Copies of that 
{© Original and Eternal Truth that is 
above; God always ſpeaks truth, and 
neverlies, .he cannot lye, nor deceive, or 
_——— t 15 impoſſible for God to lye, 
| ; 6.' This Spirit leads not. only ts 
the truth ; bur znto it, into all truth : 
But the evil ſpirit is a {yar, Toh. 8. 44- 
a lying ſpirit, 1 King. 22. 22. A ſedu- 
cing ſpirit , ſpeaking lies is hypocriſie , 
I Tim. 4+ 1,2. As trath is the Son of 
God, ſo lying is the Daughter of the 
Devil ; 'Satan lyed to the firſt Adam, 
Gen. 3.5. and to the ſecond Adam, 
Luk. 4.6. and ſtill he raiſes open, out- 
ward, (candalous, lying reports of holy 
Miniſters,and other men, or eclſ{c inward 
falſe ſurmiſes and ſuſpitions. _ 
ObjeR. But this or that ſpirit doth 
peak truth, viz, that we ſhould repent, 
ear the living God , and that there are 
falſe: Teachers and Seducers abroad, of 
whom 'we muſt beware, or the like 3 there- 
fore this is the good Spirit of God. 


Anſw. 


Wh 
With their vindicatio Dd 2 

Anſw. Though it be true, Wat what 
ſoever Spirit doth lye, 1s not the Spirit 
of God, yet itis not true that every ſpi- 
rit which ſpeaks any truth is therefore 


the Spirit of God: Satan doth ſome- | 


times atteſt the higheſt and. holyeſt 


truths, viz. That Feſus is the Son of | 
God, that the Apoſiles are the Servants of 


God, which ſhew the way of Salvation, A. 
16.17, butour Saviour {ilenceth chem, 
and would not ſuffer them to ſpeak, 
though they ſpoke truths, Mark 1. 34- 
Af, 16.18. The difference therefore 
between Satans ſpeaking truth, and 
Gods Spirit ſpeaking truth, is this. 

x, It Satan ſpeaks truth, hefpeaketh 
not of his own, a lye only is his ewn, Toh. 
8.44. he doth but borrow truths, or 
rather ſteal them from trom the Scrip- 
tures, the Miniſters or people of God, 
Fer. 23: 30. 

2. When Satan ſpeaks truth, he 
uſually miſapplies it,as bs Friends did 
many precious truths, 

3. He never ſpeaks truth inthe love, 
or 
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bk 22. 4h Mperties of the Spirit of C od, %c: 
_ or for theadvantage of it; but to be a 
 protence,ſhadow and introdu(tion to a lye: 
If Error ſhould appear in her own 
ſhape, ſhe would be very horrid and 
Feformed, therefore the puts on her, 
the Mantle of Truth, or gets ſome 
 trurh fually to bear her company. 
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Of four other Qualifcations 
of the Spirit of God, and 
the vinaication of them... 


Third Property of the Spirit of 
\ God, ts Light, he 15 the Spixir df 
Light, of Wiſdom and Knowledge, Ifa. 
11. 2. of Revelation in the knowledge of 
Chrift, Eph. 1. 17. As God's tight, and 
Chriſt is light, a Sun , a bright Morning 
Star; the Spirit is compared to fire, 
A&, 2. 1 Theſ. 5. Heavenly fire which | 
gives light as well as heat; but Hell- 
fire is hot and dark - Satan is that Prince | .. 
of darkneſs, the Rater of the darkne{s of 
this world; which darkens and blinds the 
minis of them that beleeve not , 2 Cor. 
4.» 
Object. But doth not the evil Spirit+ 
C 4 bring 


” 24 Bualifications of the Spirit of God, 
bring 4'ſo 4 light with it ? 
.  Anſw Satan doth indeed transform 
hin ſelf into ax - Angel of light , 2 Cor. 
I 1. 14. efpecially intimes,and amongſt 
perſons pretending to much light, and 
abounding tn all utterance and knowledge, 
1 Cor, 1.5. And therefore we are to 
underſtand that the Lighrof the Spirit 
of God, is to argue or convince the world 
of ſin, of righteouſneſs, of judgment, Toh. 
16. $..Eph.5.12,13. to ſhew us (asthe 
Angel did, Dan. 10. 21.) that which is 
noted in the Scripture of truth, to explain 
the glorious Myſteries of the Goſpel, 
and Godlineſs , that we may diſcern 
them ina ſpiritual manner, which a na- 
rural man cannot do, I Coy. 2, 10, 11. 
to ſhew. us that by Sun-lizght , which 
reaſon can either not ſee ar all, or bur 
as it were by Moon light. 
The Goſpel is an everlaſting Goſpel, 
Rev. 14. 6. and the Spirit; bids #s cox- 


F | tend for the faith once delivered to the 


| Saints, not alway in delivering - This 
\ Light is a Light of the ſame nature 
| | | with 


And their vindication. 25 


with the light held forth in the Word, , * 
Pſal. 119. 105. the Word is a Lantors, | 
a dark Lantorn (ſay ſome) without the 


Spirit z but I am ſure that. Spirit is. a 
going fire, a de]uding ſpirit that carries 
not, but contemns and confounds this 


Lanthorn, and there is.n0 light in thens, | 


Iſa.8,20.The light that s ip them is dark» 
neſs, and how great is that darkneſs, Mat. 
6. 23. Gods people are led by the Spi- 
rit, when they are led by the word 1n- 


ſpired -by the Spirit, 2! Pet. 1, wit. 


and they are taught by God, when 
taught by his Book: No Spirit. of 
Chriſt doth abſtra&t any mans faith 
from the Word of God, which-isin- 
deed the word of faith, Roms.10.8; - Spi- 
ritual knowledge doth not exclude,, 
but contain in it the litteral knowledge, 
though the litteral knowledge may be 


without the ſpiritual; yer the! fpiritu- | 
al knowledge of Gods Word-1s. not | | 
without the litteral : We are-not war- | 


ranted to, expect, ortruſt to Enthuſi- 
aſm's , or prater-ſcriptural ,., much leſs 


cone *2 
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26 Qualifications of the Spirit of God, 
«=o wk prot Revelations; as they 
which had Meofes and the Prophets, the 
Books of Moſes and the Prophets, and 
thofe that fate-in Moſes Chair, were not 
to-expet guidance from revived re- 
euraing Ghoſts, but to hear Moſes and 
the Prophets, Lub.16.29, Mat.23.2,3, 
ſowe,whichbclides Mo/es and the Pro- 
phiets.have alſo Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
and have the:Canon of the holy Scrip- 
tures perfeRed, have much leſs reaſon 
© expe&@ Revelations, and tofleigkt 
- ehe holy Scripturcs ; but may, and 
' ought $0 build on the foundations of the 
\ {Prophets of the old Teſtament, and the 
Hpoſtles of the new, Eph. 2.21. That 
light which contradicts old Articles of 
Faich, and coyns new ones ; that Ca- 
 <agnireth new Scriptures, orpreacheth 
” mew Golpels ,'yea thevery queſtioning 
-. -of;;"Curping;, -or Cavilling againſt 
:knoivn,: cocciyed Truths, is of Satan, 
- Pes.'$.11.5,- And he that preacheth ano- 
'- #hw Goſpel, though -he feem wiſe-as an 

. *Angel, - and have the Tougue. of an | 


Angel, 


And their vindication” © wy 
Angel, and ſcem as holy and zealous + 
as the Angels, #5 to be accurjed, Gal. x. * 
FE 8, 9. 
T he fourth Property of the true | 
rit, of God 1s Lonbines and rf 
the more {:gh:, the more lowlinef z The 
more loathing of our ſelves, > 
27. with 31, tor the Spirit convincer | 
of ſin, Toh. 16. $. wh. Paul to judge 
imſelf the chief of ſinners, 1 Tim. _ 4 
andto be carxal, Rom. 7. 14. butthe ? 
evil Spirit is proud, and pufferh Ps I 
I Tim. 2.6. I Cor. $. I, s ſapet 
ous and cenſorious of other menz ora 
«xg evil of perions, and —_ s whis 
know not, and ſaying fandF, y thy 7A 
am more holy then thow, (a. 65. 5.C f 
others carnal, ſenſual, diveliſh , while 
they precend themſelves to be free from 
{in : But the Apoſtle, who had the rue 
Spirtr'of God, faith, if we (thatis) -If I - 
 Fohn that writ this Epiſtle, - or othier | 
" Apoſtles, or Bcleevers, ſay i that weave | 
no fin, we are lyers, 2 Toh. tr, 5 7 
The firſt Property of the true-Spi- | 


rit 
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i Titof God is Liberty, where the Spirit of 
| the Lord is, there ts liberty, 2 Cor,3.17. 

He is a free = Plal. 51. 12, Satan 
4 1lavec; and of a fervile Spirir, and fo 
+ Allhis;Agents and Servants are; yea 
© (ay ſome)thatis itwhich we plead for, 
* wiz. Liberty; but you muſt therefore 
| Dtakenotice of the marks of this Liberty, 
+ "Firſt, That Liberty which is- from the 
Spirizof God, is not a Liberty #0 ſin, 
-but from fin,Iohn 8. 34. 2 Peter 2. 19. 
Secondly, This Liberty overthrows 
' - not-either Eccleſiaſtical or Civil Go- 
|. verhment., I Pet. 2. 13. 16. for this 
+ » were t9make it 4 Cloak of maliciouſneſs. 
*] . Thirdly, This Liberty is toand i» the 
** ſervice.of God, and not fromitz men 
| » nowtalk much againſt Forms, but there 
* are ſome Forms of Gods Inſtitution, 
» -.andothers of mcgs inventions; though 
.. * webefree from all finful ſuperſtitious 
| forms, of mens inventing 3 yet we are 
* .n&-therefore free from the, lawful and 
* needful Forms that are of Gods -ap- 
* - pointing, His ſervice is perfet? freqgua. 
b. c 
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And their vindication. 29 © 
The fixt Property of the Spirit of , 
God, is Unity : Unity, Love and Peace b 
is the fruit and cffet of the good Spirit, 
Eph. 4. 3. Gal. 5.22. weare all made to 
drink into one Spirit , as we all Jews 
and Gentiles, are by one Spirit baptized © 
into one body,or univerſal Church, 1 Cor. 
12. 1213. the moſt plentiful effuſion 
of the Spirit, made beleevers of one heart 
and ſoul, A. 4.31, 32. bur the evil 
ſpirit is a dividing ſpirit, F#de-g. 23. 
The Apoſtle intimates that Icandals 
and deviſſons are from Satan, Roms. 16, 
17, with2o, Heisa ſeparating Spirit, | 
a the Spirit of God isnot, Fudev. Ig. 
Queſt. But is dot Satan alſo on uniting 
wit © 
jt Anſw. Yes he is, but'that is in his 
own Kingdom, and amongſt his own 
people; For he & not divided againſt him- 
ſelf, nor is bis Kingdom divided againſt 
it ſelf, Mat. 12,25, 26,27, While the | 
ſtrong man armed __ the houſe , all © 
things are in peace, Luk, 11. 21. He * 
would not have Idolatrous, Hetetical * 
. falſe 


 '26 Qualifications of the Spirit of God, 

| falſe Churches to be diſturbed,qivided, 
or feparared from,much tels deſtroyed; 
| but in true Churches ( wh:ch are the 
- Kingdom of his enemy the Lord jeſus) 
* Satan labours to breed and feed jealou- 
| ions, diviſions, fcandals, he- 
| es, leparations ; As its the Policy 
of alt Srares ro maintain Ur.i'y amonzit 
” their own Sabjects and (ervants, and ro 
foment contention and drvatons a- 
 mongſttheir encmics. 
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Cnuar., IV. 
(ontatning two other Pros + 
 pertees of the Spirit of: 

(Fod. | 
Fic ſeveth Property of the, Spitit - ' 

of God'is, That he# 4 Friend an4 
Favorite of all Graces , or, holy tiabits 
and diſpoſitions in che Toul'; he. is the 
Spirit of grace, Zach, 12. 10. of Faith, 
2 Cor. 4. 13. of the fear of the Lord, Ia 
11.2. of meeknefs deſcending in the | x 6 
of a Dove, Mat. 3. Gal; 6. 1. and: the 
effeRs and fruirs of it are love, joy, &E. 
Gal. 5. 22. obedience, Ezek, 36. 27, 31: 
But the eyil ſpirit is an adverſary to. 
theſe, graces; they are the Armor of 
the ſoul agaitſt him, Eph, 6:12, 3,80. 
and a marr would nor' fave his cnemy 
armed but fiaked, that he may more 

| | calily 3 
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eaſily wount! him; He is anadverſar 

5 Fath, Luſe 22.31, 32. to wy 
and uprightaeſs, 10b ch. 1, 2. to obedi- 
' ence, Gen/3.1; &c. He ruleth in the chil- 
dren-of diſ:bedience, Eph. 2. 2. Indecd 
be is a friend to, falſe and feigned gra- 
CCS, 2. Cor, 11,14, 15. a friend of falſe 
faith,or of preſamprion,of hypocritical 
repentance, as in Ahab and Fudas , of 
yoluntary humility, while men are 
vainly puffed up, Col. 2.18. of a pre- 
tended purity*, 1{aiah 65. 5. that a fin- 
ner is not to be touched, Luke 7,39. of 
a (ceming ſelf-denyal , ſuch as was in 
the falſe Apoſtles, which inveighed a- 
gainſt the .true Apoſtles, thar they 
walked after.the flcſh, 2 Cor. 10, that 
they were Hirelings, and Preached for 
money.z bur (lay they) we will not ex- 


”  a&,nor expect any thing, we wil Preach 


the Goſpel Freely, 2 Cor. 11.12,13,14- 
And this occaſioned the Apoſtles ro 
plead, that ir was as lawful for Mini- 
ſters to receive; yeain its. place to.ex- 
peat Maintcnance for himiclf-and Fa- 
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Properties of the Spirit of God, 33 
mily, as it is for a Souldier to expe 
his pay, an Husbandman, a Planter 
of a Vineyard , a Shepherd tocxpe& 
the fruit of his Grounds, Vineyard or 
Flock: Though Satan had got ſuch | 
ftrong Holds in the*carna]l, coverous | 
hearts: of the Corinthians, that Pal | 
was glad to Preach the Goſpel freely ' 
to them , while he received mainte- | 
nance from other Churches, R | 

The eight Property of the Spirit 
of God is that he alſo i a fried gud 
favorrer of holy Duties and Ordinances : 
of Supplication as well as of Grare', 
Zach. 12. 10. the breath of the Spi- 
ritis {\ycer, it brearhs in grace, and 
brearhs out prayers, and other duries - 
For Firſt, Iris gorren and encreafed 
by Ordinavces, by Preaching, Gat. 3. 
2.5, Prayer, Luk. 11.13. Sacrt- 
ments, Luk. 4.1. This golden Oyl 
comes from the two Olive-Ttees, 
through the golden Pipes of Ordi- 
nances, Zach. 4.12. Secondly , Ir 
doth aſhift and help in- holy Duries 
"ar D and 
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and Ordinances, as in Preaching, 1/a, | 


G1.,1«;10 praying, Rom. 8.26, 27, 
in Sacraments, Mat. 3. 11, Baptizing 
ys inwardly, and making us Chriſti- 
3ns within, Row. 2.29. and the word 
which Chrift ſpeaketh concerning cat- 
ing his fleſh and drinking his blood, 
are Spirit and life, Joh. 6.63. And 
by oxe fpiris we axe all, whether Fews ox 
Gentiles, baptiJed into one body, and are 
age 10 drenk ina ave ſpirit, 1 Cor, 12. 
I3. So we ling with the Spirit, &c, 
1 Cox. 14. Thirdly, Whenthe gifts 
of the'Spirit were undeniably poured 
ourplentcouſly ; and that Prophefic 
of Joel. was unqueſtionably fulfilled, 
Agt.2.16,17. thoſe, upon whom thoſe 
gifts were poured out, and in whom 
that Praphecy was fulfilled, did hjgh- 
ly prize holy Ordinances; they were 
baptized and continued daily with one ac- 
Cord up the Temple, andin the Apoſtles 
' Daottrine,and fellawjhip, and breaking of 
Rread and Prayers, At. 2.41, 42,463 
And the gifts then poured out, were 
W. | G prut- 
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Properties of the Spirit of God, 3g 


principally to fit and furaifh atten Fot 


the work of the Miniſtry and' other 
Ordinances, Epheſ. 4. 8. 11, 12. par» 
ticularly they were taught to prize rhe 
Miniftry : Cornelius was not of a Caps 
tain made a Preacher,nor did the An« 
gels preach to him, of fend apgifted 
Brother'to him zhough he had a aewvout 
Sowlaher, and Servant that waited of 
bim; yet he was to-ferdl, and Peter 
mutt come from  Foppa to Ceſarean 
ſtraighr, which was abonr thirty {ix 
miles, 4. 10. 4. In 4s $, the Spi- 
rit finding the E#nach reading , doth 
not himielf inter pret, bur bids' Pþi> 
lip go joyn himſelf 19 rhe Chariot; 4nd 
Fhilis Preached Jefas Chriſt to the = 
Euauch: Indeed' the Spirit of God 
hath ſomerimes wrought withayt, or 
above the Word and Ordinances ; yet 
ir never wrought againſt them; it hath 
ſometimes ſtrengthened their Autho- 
rity and Uſe, but never weakened 
thet+ Bur che cvil-ſpirir is an enemy 
to holy Ordinances, to Prayer, reſiſt= 
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36 Properties. of the Spirit of God. 
ing che Pricſt, as he was ſtanding to 
Sacrifice and Pray, Zach. 3-1. To 
Preaching, x Thef, 2. 18. and thereup- 
on Elimes withſtanding Paul, is called 
achild of the Devil, AR. 13. 10. he 
endeavours to draw Miniſters into fins 
- and ſnares, Zuk. 22.32. He is an ene- 
my to Baptiſm , he moyed ſome to 
deſpeſe the Counſel of God, and not to be 
Baptifed of Fohn, Luk. 7.30. He per- 
{wades Witches, Wizzards,and open 
Apoſtates, torenounce their Baptiſm, 
reccived in their Infancy, that they 
may be more devoted to his Service : 
Asſoon as Jcſus was Baptiſed, Satan 
fiercely tempted him, Luk. 4. 1. and 
centred into F»das; as ſoon as he had 
received the Sop, Joh. x3. 

. ObjeR. Is Sataninnocaſe, a friend 
to holy Ordinances ? 

Anſw. Satan is never a friend to 
Ordinances in themſelves, or to Or- 
dinances as holy; though he do not 
always appear plainly againft all Or- 
dinances; he may ſcem to be yn 
or 
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for them, in theſe Caſes. Firſt in cafe 
there be ſom uſurpation, cither on the 
part of the perſon sadminiſtring them, 
or on part ot the perſons which pat- 
rake ot them:ThoughSatan be an ene- 
my to the right offering of incenſe, (a- 
crificing, preaching of the Word yet |. 
he liked Corshs offering Incenle;Sauls | 
Sacrificing, giving of holy rings un- 
to Dogs, caſting Pearls befofe Swine, 
coming to the Marriage Feaſt without 
a wedding Garment z unworthy'com- 
municating , whereby men are guilty 
of the Body and Blood of the Lord 5; (0 
though he be an enemy to Timothy , 
and other Miniſters, and their ſound 
Do&trine and Teaching , yer he is not 
an 'enemy to all Teaching , he will 
admirthar men ſhall get themſelves ar 
heap of corrapt and flattering Teach- 
ers, 2 Tim. 4. 2,3. and that Feroboam 


ſhould ſer up Idolatrous Prieſts of the 


loweſt of the prople,and conſecrate who- 
loever will (which yet indeed were 
good cnoughfor their Gods, for they 
= 3 were 


3% Properties of the Spirit of Gad, 
werehur Calves) ſo he ſets up falle 
Apoſtles z- falſe Miniſters; and As 
Fannes end Famwbres reſiſted Moſes, ſa 
as theſe wen reſiſt the truth , being 
wo of: conrupt minds, reprobate concern- 
ing thefaith. Secondly, In caſe there 
be ſame-notorious pollution, propha- 
nation-, £r corruption of that Qrdi- 
Rance..which Eles Sons were in their 
Sacrificing guilty of, 1 Sam. 2. 12,13. 
whereby: not only. themſelves ware 
made la, but the Lords people (poſh- 
bly-the better part of them.) were wada 
t9, zoe ; becauſe they. abhorred 
*only't 
S 


nor at corruption, bur alſo the 
offeripg of. the Lord, becauſe :of it. 
Ehipzdly,: In caſe, that; Ordinances be 
{er-up againſt Orginances ,, Church 
agaiaſt- Church.,j, and, Altar, againſt 
one | wag un ) Preached. 
niſtof Of: ONVy 45A. [174] 644 CONTENTION. 
Rhik,.4.16. Pekin * gs 
of. Chri#t. in oppoſition, to Reteri.and 
So z; a8 reproved, I; Cor. I» x2, 1a 
as,thc haligft, Miniſter thas- lives, 
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Proper tres of the $pivit of God, -3g 
doth never ſo rightly and $kilfully 
Preach the Word,or adminiſter _—_ 
Ordinances, in contention and op 
ſition to any faithful (though poſſibly 
nor ſo-well gifted }Miniſter orNopls; 
he thereindoth the work of. Saran and 
not of God. 
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Cnayr. V. 
Of the —_ of Prayer and 

Supplication : ' Shewing 
how he doth aſſiſt in 
Prayer. © 


Hat the Spirit doth help us. to 

Pray, I need not to prove, only 

I ſhall endeavuor to ſcarch out the 

manner how' he helps: And thar | 

Eirſt; Negatively. Secondly Affirma- 
truely. 

. Fuſt, The Holy Ghoſt doth not | 
immediately inſpire the Method,Mat- 
ter, words of Praycr, as he inſpired 
the holy men of God in their Prophe- 
ſying and Penning of holy Scriptures, 
for if he did, then as thole Prophetics 
were purely divine, infallible, free 
from any fault or failing, corruption, 

yea 
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- they, degrade him: from his: Neity 3 


and $ application, an * 
yea and indiſcretion in .the form, 


phraſe, method'or manner of them; , 


{o alſo ſhould the words of our Pray- 
ers be alſo perte, purely dlvineintal- 
libte, &c. but by lad experience we 
find thecontrary, 

2y, It had beena- fin (I conceive) 
for the Prophets or men of God not 


to have delivered the very lame Micf- 


ſage they received of the Lord, both 
for matter, manner and method ; bur 
it cannot be conceived to have been a 
{in in any Saint of God, againſt the 
guidance and governance of Gods . 
Spirit ; if he had uſed another Method 
or Phraſc of words in his morning 
Deyotions,then then he did. 

. Secondly, The vpurit is not. in our 
prayers properly, the per ſon praying or 
petitioning z that is below the High 
and: Holy Spirit of God: Arr, . 
Macedonius, and others more lately, 
do abuſe, Rom. 8,26, 27. and find- 
ing him (as they fancy)upon his knees, 


bur 


$2 of the Spirit of Prayer. 
but Azqzftine Anſwers, the Spirit is 
faid to Pray z. as we ſay Solomon buil- 
; ded the Houſe, yer he was a Magi- 
' trate,a Kingnota Maſon or Carper- 


-| ter; hedirected how ro build, tound 


; outWorkmen,furniſhe them withMa- 
| gerials and Money, for the work : In- 
dced allthe Perſons inthe Trinity are 
Authors of our Supplicarions, as well 
as of our Sanditication : Opera Trinm- 
tatis al extra ſunt indiviſa, butevery 
onein his order $s- the Father and Son 
do SanRific, and alſo help usro pray, - 
bythe Holy Ghoſt. 
Thitdly,/The Spirit doth nor make 
Interceſhon for us after the ſame mann» 
ner that Chriſt doth, Romunz'$% 34. 
| , 'Chriſtmaketh Intaceſſon inHeagen, 
- | preſenting; himſelf ro. God tor us, as 
thehigh Prieſt di&b2ar the names of the 
| children of Iſrael wpon his Showldets ; awal 
' apowhis Breſt-Plate, noting tous hits 
hewould bear theminp, and beay them 
ext, 'thar! he loves:rhem,. andithey lic 
aearts lis;heacr, Zed, 28; ds + 
+0 ut 


and Supplication. 43 
but the Spirit of God doth make Int- 
terceſſion in us upon Earth; thereis a 
vaſt difference (which ſomewhat doth 
reſemble this) berween direQing; or 
drawing: up a Petition to: a Princeor 
Stare, and the preferring, preſemting 
it, ſpeaking to it, and pleading forir), 
the one may be done in rhe County, 
the other muſt be done at the Courr.; 

Fourthly, The help of the Spirizof 
Gad in Prayer, is not to be under 
ſtoad excluhvely, with relation: :wd 
other Ordinances, as though ke did 
not help Godly Miniſters to Preach, 
aadGodly men to hear,rememberand 
practiſe, as well as to! pray , for abe 
Sons of. Gad'are:led. by the Spirit in the 
one as.wcell. as the other, Born. $.. 14, 
__— (as ar been wor mnt" 
is the Spirit of wiſdom, of the fear of rhe 
| or YF, _ as m uf ea 
cation : Now thele have: ageneral"in» 
fucnce- upon: the whole: converſation 
and: not. only. upon. Pmyey> Weave 
tamea/k vwuhe Spirit , to (inp with the 

* Spi- 
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44 "Of the Spirit of Prayer. + 
' » Spirit, to ſerve Godin the Spirit,Rom. 


1;/9. Ioh. 4. 24. ' | 
Fiftly, The help of the Spirit of 
God doth not prohibit, evacuate or 
invalidate other helps; Fohn did not 
fin in teaching his Diſtiples to Pray, 
Zuk. 11.1. nordid the Diſciples of 
Chriſt ſfinin deſiring Chriſt ro teach 


. . . them topray; and yet they did not 
conſider Chriſt as God, as Head of 
. the Church, or Saviour of the world, 


buras their Maſter, prefling him with 
the example of Fohs the Baptiſt z and 
rfwading him to imitate it : they ( it 
ecms) did not underſtand, or not re- 
member the. mind and meaning of 
Chriſt, in his Sermon, Mat, 6. 6, 7. 
(brief notes .whereof are in Let. 6, ) 
Therefore they here deſire that he 
would teach them-to pray; (and our 
Saviour ſaith not, ye have the Spirit, 
therefore you need xot to be taught, nor. 
ſaith.-he , Fohn was to blame to teach 
them to pray, nor. 1 will teach you as be- 
tag the Head of the Church, but I oughe 


n0s 


and Supplication, 40 
n0t ts teach you as your Maſter, no, I 
will ſend my Spirit toteach you, andin 
the mean time 1 will not help you; but 
he tcacherh them again, giving them 
hence, a ſpecial rule of direion z #8 
whom, for what,and in what manner and 
order they ought to pray z as allo we 
have a ſhort direQory, 1 Tim. 2. 1. 
And the Iſraelites were appointed to 
take unto them words, Holea 14. 2, 
though the Spirit of God doth put ws in 
remembrance , Toh. 14. 26. yet Mini- | 
ſters alſo may z yea mult put people 
in remembrance of what is neceſſary, | 
2 Pet. 1.12.15. the ſame may be ſaid * 
of Prayer, 

Thus much for the Negative, how 
the Spirit of God doth not help'in 
Prayer. | 

Now I ſhall endeavor, by the help 
of his Spirit and your Prayers,to ſhew .* | 
Afftirmartively how the Spirit of God 
doth help in prayer; and that help is | 
of tio ſorts, Habiruating, or Aua- | | 
ting z the one is more remote, and the * 

other 


46. Of the Spirit of Prayer. 
other. more ncerer: The one qualifies 
che. perſon Praying, the other the. 
Prayerutle) 
| \ -»- The Spirit of God as tothe perſon, 
| is Firſt, an;Enlgbrening Spirit. Se- 
rondly, an Enlivenisg Spirit, Third- 
ly, -an Eplarging Spirit, 
.: Firſt, He1s aSpirit of Light, ex- 
lightening the perſon, diſcovering our 
needs., neceflities, our dangers and 
duties, our caſes and cures, he ſhews 
> - B$.Qur-igs, our ſelves, and: the means 

© of our Salvation, 186.16, 9. and con- 
” f#quently what we ſhould pray for. 
E ww Tecendly, He « the Spirit of Life, 
6. enlivening a man, Rom. 8.2, When God 
 ' made may, he breathed i into bis Body the 
{Breath of Life, and when aman is con- | 
yerted, the Spirit of Life is breathed - 
idto che foul ; 4s the body without the 
| foul i drad, o the ſoul without this 
| , Spai of Life is dead alſo: A man 
| | chat. marries an Inhererrix, -is Tenant 


Ch on 


| bythe Curtefie of England, if hebe- 
_— which bora and cries, it 


2s is 


and Supplication, 7 
is much preſumed, that if there be lif© | 
there will be crying z The Spicit of | 
grace, is the Spirit of Supplication 
Zach. 12.10.  Peula new born Babe, 
falls a crying, 4&#. 9. 11. without 
life there can be no crying. 

Thirdly, Hes the Spirit of Liber- 
ty, and nerof Liberty only, but of 
Adoption alio, enlarging the-ſoul with 
faith 3nd love to God , Rom, B.15. 
oaly Sons can call God father ; Chniſt 
in his Prayer called God Father, fix 
or {even times, 145. 17, This Fathers 
boad is 2 good foundation of- Faith 
and. Prayer; Chriſt raught us tocall 
God our Father z children cry Dad 

I ſhall now come to thoſe Acsof 
the Spirit, that are nearer to, and have 
more . 4afluence upan the Prayer - 
W hich arc theſe, mw. 

Firſt, The Spirit of God doeh ins 
rite, Excite us tO pray, as —_— 
gelis evil motions to higderir, fo 
$picix of God ſuggeſts good motions, 

'; ev. 


| 
| 
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"Rev: 22-19. The Spirit ſaith, wenite 


Wremns, come let us pray, 

Seconely, The Spirit of God doth 
diſcoyer to us our preſent wants and 
needs ; that we, which of our ſelves 
know not what to pray for, may know 
whatto pray for, om, 8. 26. 

Thirdly, The Spirit brings to our 
remembrance the ſavory and ſuitable 


- pbralcs and paſſages of holy Writ, e(- 


pecially the precious Promiſes which 
are moſt pertinent, are brought to our 
minds and memories by this Spirit of 
Protniſe, 10h. 14.26. Eph.1.13. Pro- 
miſes and Prayers arc like figures of 6. 
andof/g.the very ſame figure,only the 
Promites !ike the figure of 9, do bend 
downward,and Prayers like the figure 


| of 6. dopoint upward. 


' Fourthly , He 'excites , corrobo- 
rates and ſtrengthens the graces of 


_ prayer, fairh, hope and love, &c. 


Tharthey lye notas ſparks under the 
aſhes; he fills the Sails of the ſoul with 
afair wind, and carries irwith a = 
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ſail, Heb. 10. 12. as Satan filled the 
heart of Ananias and Saphira to le, 
ſo he fills the hearts of the Saints tocry: 
Our hearts (ſaith one) are dead and 
dull, and lye like a-Log ina Ditch, 
and though we toil and tug. with 
them , we cannot lift chem up , but 
ovvayTryeu8ereTea he enlivens Our graces 
and raiſes up our ſouls, Roms. 8. 26. 

Fiftly, He cnlargeth our affe&ions 
in prayer,with ſighs and groans that can- 
not be uttered in words or phraſes, as 
one who is fo ſore verde annie 
and grieved, that he cannot exprels it, 


Romn.8 26. | 


Sixtly, Irtcacheth us to take care 
and make conſcience, that now, eſpe- 
cially in Prayer, we offend not.in our 
tongue, Pſal. 39.1, Ic reſtrains that 
perulancy and extravagancy of words 
and-w:t, great (welling words of va- 
nity, vaia bablings , idle- repetiti- 
ons, &c, and {o far as the Spirit doth 
afiſt us in our words, he teacherh us 
to Prop in the words of truth.and (o- 
bernels. E CHAP. 
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CLnuaAP, YL. 


Shewing the difference be- 

tween the Spirit of Grace 

and Supplication, and the 
common gift of Prayer. 


"'n6t in all alike, ſome have only 
a common gift of Prayer ; ſuch are as 


cuſtome have got an artificial trade of 
begging 3; ſuchwere the cunning wo- 
men in /ewry, andthe like in Ireland, 
char have Lachrimas wvenales, Tears to 
ſell: and others have a ſpecial gift or 
arace'df Prayer 5 and though-even the 
common.gitt be fromthe holy Ghoſt, 
1 Cor. 12.3. Yet I ſhall crave leave 
thus to diſtinguiſh theſe works , " 

Fs cab 


f ow help of the Spirit of Godis 


canting Beggers, which by uſe and | 


and common gift of Prayer. 51 
calling the firſt of them, the gift of 
Prayer: and the ſecond I ſhall call (as 
Zachary calls it, Zach. 12. 10.) The 
_ of Prayer , And thus they dif- 
cr. 
Firſt, Hypocrites may have the gift 
of Prayer as well as the gift of Pro- 
hecying, Mat. 7. 22. ſo had indas; 
bur only the Saints have the'Spirit of 
Prayer, Rom. 8. 26, 27. 
Secondly, Poſhibly all Saints have 
not the gift of Prayer, orskill to con- 


| ceive and compoſe a Prayer ſuitableto 


their ſeveral occaſions, as Children, or 
Babes in Chriſt ; bur all Saints have 


' the Spirit of Prayer, Rom. 8. 15. 


Thirdly, The gift of Prayer is 0n- 
ly exerciſed in vocal Prayer, and that * 
in conceived Prayertoo z butthe Spi- 
rit of Prayer may be found in ſilent 
Ejaculations, as in Nehemiah, Ch.2.4. 
and Hannah, whole words were not 
heard, and Eli ſuppoſed ſhe had been 
druwk, butiſhe was full of the Sputr 
of God, as they were, Ad. 2. Yea, 
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52 Difference of the Spirit of grace. 
though a word be not uttered, Ex, 14. 
5. the heart hath a tongue that God 
; Can hear; Feſws Chriſt prayed the ſame 
' -words thrice,though he had not the Spi- 
| rit by meaſure; and he exerciſed the 
' Spiritot Prayer as much, or morec,the 
laſt rime, then the firſt: So we may 
fing Davids Pſalms in the ſpirit, 
2 Chron. 29. 30. Hence it alſo fol- 
lows, that Tyrants may rob us of the 
exerciſe of the gift of Prayer, but not 
of the Spirit of Prayer, ; the tongue of 
the Spirtt cannot be cut out , when 4a 
man cannot ſpeak, the Spirit may 
pray, 

Fourchly, They that have the gift 
of Prayer, they have apt expreſſions, 
outward cnlargements;z they court 
God, and complement with-him , 
 profels more then is true, and pro- 
miſe more then they mind to perform, 
they draw nigh 10 God with their mouth, 
Matth, 15. 8. But they that have-the 
Spirit of Prayer, have ſometimes (yea 
atall times when their Spirit is lively) 
| deep 
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and common gift of Prayer. 53 
deep impreſſions upon their heart, de- 
vout affections , ſoul inlargements; 
ſighs and groans of the ſoul, are the life | 
and foul of Prayer,fighs and ſobs,griev- | 
ing and groaning are good Rhetorick | 
in the Cloſer, between Gad and us , | 
their affeions are too big for their 
expreſſions, Roms. 8.26, 27. words 
are but the outftde of Prayer. 

Fiftly, The gift of Prayer is only 
or chiefly of uſe, when we joyr with 
others ; the Spirit of Praycris of as 
much uſe when we are alone: 

Sixtly, The gift of Prayer is aptto 
puff men up with pride , becauſe he 
can pray better then others, it makes 


men cenſorious and contemptuous of 


others ſaying, or thinking at leaſt, 7 
am not as this Publican, Luk. 18. 12. 
or ſtand by thy ſelf, 1 am more holy then 
thou, 1fa.65.5. Burt the Spirit of Pray- 
er doth ſhew men ſo much of their 
own wants and weaknefles, that they 
are aſhamed of rhemſelves, that they 
are humble, mean in their own eyes, 

BE 3 and 
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and prefer others before them(clves ; 
the one is caſily taken notice of by 
men; and hath the praiſe of men ; but 
the Spirit of Prayeris only known to 
him that ſearcheth the hearts, Rom. 8. 
26, 27. Could we difccra who hath 
the Spirit of Prayer, we might diſcern | 
who ts the Child of God ; the Father 

hath compaſſion on kis ſick Child, 
though it cannot ſpeak articulately, 


, nor ſpeak at all, but only {1ghs,groans; 


looks upon his Father, and then his 

Bowels yearn. | 
Seventhly , Our living in known 

fins, and loving them, may pofhbly 


 nothinder the gift of Prayer , butt 


' 


. 
' 


cannot but damp the Spirit of Prayer : 
true, our f1ns may meritoriouſ]ly de- 


| u_ us of all gitts,yea common gifts, 


urſin is not fo dizmetrically oppo- 
lite to gifts, as it is to grace, and the 


| | Spairof Prayer; for the Spirit of Sup- 


plication is alfo the Spirit of Sanifh- 
cation, Rows, 1, 4. the Spirit of grace, 
Zach, 12. 10. Alitle Box with Ct- | 

vet 


and the comman gift of Paaygr. 55 
yet in it, wall {mell long of it aftcr- 
wards Prayer u 8conference with Gad, 
4 company keeping with him, and every 
man .1s., bettes by that company and 
conference - Hethat refrains not fin, 
may, be laid ts reſtrain Prayer fron 


\ God, Tob 15. 4.  Supplication will cl- 


ther ſubdue fin, or fin will cauſe Pray- 
erto ceaſe, cither Prayer itſelf, or at 
leaſt,the ipiritual pertormance of ir. 

Eightly, He thar hath only the gitr 
of Prayer, may make frequent mcn- 
gion, and have ſome general minding 
of jeſus Chriſt : Burt he that hath the 
grace of Prayer, lays all his weight, 
and leans only upon the Lord Jeſus, 
in whoſe Name only he hopes to be 
heard. 

Ninthly, The one is ſatisfied with 
theperformance of the duty, and reſt- 
eth in the work done, eſpecially if he 
haveithe praiſe of men; rhe other is 
not ſatisfied with any thing on this 


\ | - fide Grace, and the Love and Favour 
_ | - of God, 


E4 Laſtly, 


OCR” 
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Laſtly, To omit" more particulars, 
every certain ſign of Faith, Hope, 
Love, or other the ſan&ifying or ſa- 
ving Graces of Gods Spirit, is a ſuffi 
cieat Chara 4er of the Spirit of Pray- 
er, as it is diſtinguiſhed from the com- 
mon gift of Prayer. 

I have been the more careful to 
ſhew his difference, becauſe ſome 
© mensgifts in Prayer have been ſuch a 

 ſnareto ſome well minded weak fouls, 
that they preſently thereupon deemed 
them to be Saints , yea and greedily 
embraced their -errors , and wicked 


practiſes, 


SE oY: Fon 3 ., # 
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Cue TIL: 


Of the Spirit of Prophecy, 
mentioned, Act. 2.17,18. 
HE Lord here promiſeth a plenti- 


L ful, powerful, and withal, a pru- 
dent effuſion of his Spirit (for he fairh 


- he will not only drop, bur pour, 2nd 


yet not a// my Spirit, but of my Spirit) 
on all fleth, men of «ff Nations , Gen- 
tiles as well as Fewsz, men of all con- 
ditions, {ons or ſervants; men of al 
&zes, old or young; perſons of both 
Sexes , {ons or daughters; and thar 
they ſhall Prophecy : Now Prophe- 


Cying frequently tn hoty Scriprute, 4 


and probably in this place, 1s a: ſpead- 


Ing t0 men 10 edificatio.2 , 4rd exdatr- 


tation and comfort, 1 Cor. 14. 3. The ' 


Sum: and Subſtance of their Speech, 


for the matter thereof, was 79 wryares + 


= 


Vs 


_—_— wc 


— 
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| 


| 


% O47, the great things of God, ver. 11+ 
Probably ſuch great things as the 
bleſſed Virgin did praiſe God for,viz. 
the Incarnation, Conception, Nativi- 
ty of the Lord Jeſus, Luk. 1. 49. and 
alſo the Innocency, Miracles, Death, 
Paſhon, ReſurreRion, Aſcenſion of 
the Lord Jeſus ,- who'is called wor- 
derful, Ia. 9. 6. 

As for this Sermon of Peter, it'is 
not recorded for an Epitomic of what 
they ſpake, but an Apologic-and Juſti- 
fication of their perſons from that baſe 
impuration of drunkenneſs, and alſo 
of their Dorine,from Falſehood and 
Novelty, by proving it by the old 
Teſtament. 

Viſions and Dreams, being both of 
them divine repreſ:ntations of things 


\ to men, do thus "differ : Dreams are 


toa-man when aflecp: Viſions are re- 


; preſentations of things to the eye, ci- 


D 


| ther of the mind or body when awake. 


Dreams 8 Viſions are but dimmer & 
darker repreſentations of Gods mind ; 


God 


God did ſpeak more freely, clearly, 
triendly , familiarly to Moſes, Numb. 
. 12, 6,7, 8. And now 7n theſe laſt days 
he hath ſpoken to us by his Son, Heb. 1.1. 
they both of them differ trom Pro- 
pheſying ( though ſuch were called 
Seers and Dreamers, 1 Sam. 9. 9. 
Deur, 13.1, Prov. 29. 18. Ifa. 1.1. 
for man is mcerly Paſ{:ve in the one, 
and Adveinthe other, by Dreams 
and Viſions God ſpeaks to'men,Plal.89., 
I9, Numb. 12, 6. by Propheſying 
one man ſpeaks to another, 1 Cor. 14-3. 
In the one they receive Inſtruction , 
anc by the other they ventit; their 


Dreams and Viſions did furniſh them. * 
for Propheſying. The great Que-" 


ſtion is, When, and in Whom this 
Prophefic was fulfilled : which I ſhall 
endeavour to an{wer in certain Pro- 
 politions. 

The Firſt is, Ir is moſt plain and 
certain, that the Prophefic was tulfil- 
led at that time ; fo Peter doth affert, 
ver/. 16. and the Spittt did then de- 


of the Spirit of Propheſie. 5g : 


| 
; 
| 
' 
[ 


; 


ſcend _ 
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ſcend upon them, and they began to 
ſpeak with other Tongues, A. 2. 2, 
3, 4. and they that (probably) inthe - 
morning could underſtand none but 
their Mother Tongue, A. 10. 44,45. 
nor could read one letter of the Book, 
were by the Spirit enabled not only to 
read, but ro underſtand. and tranſlate 
the Hebrew, Greek, Syriack, Arabick, 
into their own Mother Tongue; yea to 
ſpeak and Preach in ſeveral Tongues, 
the wonderful things of God, verſ.11. 
as able, yea more_ably then if they 
had been Maſters of Arts, Do@ors 
of Divinity, Profcſſots of the Hebrew; 
Syriack, Chaldee, and the other Lan- 
guages z 'yea they were able to deli- 
yer (oun1 Doctrine, and to diſpute 
forit, 4. 6. 9. This was a wonder- 
ful and miraculous pouring our of rhe 
Spirit, ſhortly after Chriſts Aſcenſion 
into Heaven, and for the honor of it, 
Epheſ. 4.8. arid in performance ef 


| his promiſe to his Apoſtles, 47. 1-4.5. 


- SEG : | f 1 
and immediately preceding in orcer of 
time, 


2 


T 
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time, as well as of the Text; thoſe 
ſtrange prodigies that threatened the 
\ ruin of Ferrſalem, Verl. 19, 20, That 
God mighe have a Church amongft 
the Gentiles, -betore the fall of the 
Jewiſh Church : And as the miracu- 
lous contuſion of Tongues was the ca- 
ſting off of the Heathen, Ger. 11.7. 
{othe gift of Tongues in this variety, 
was 4 means of their converſion. And 
if the Prophecy was fulfilled ar this 
time (as doubtleſs it was) 1t is enough. 
Sundry Propheſies neither have been, , 
nor ſhall be any more. fulfilled then 
once, it is roo much when a Propheſic ' 
is fulfilled once, to expe it ſhould be | 


fulfilled again ; or becauſe ir was ful | I 


filled in one Age, therefore to ckpe& 
it ſhall be fulfilled in every Age. 

It this Text was fu'filled after this 
time, it muſt be underſtood principally 
of the: Apoſtles, for they that ſpake im 
this place were Peter and the Eleven, 
As 2. 14. called, Galileans, werſ. 7. 


and. therctore their Preachings and 
Pro» 


| 


| 


= of the Spirit of Propheſie. 


Prophecyings were the principal ac- | 
compliſhments of this Prophetfie : 
And then Secondarily, of Prophets and 
Propheteſſes , 1 Cor. 12. 28, Such as 
Agabus was, and the Daughters of 
Philip the Evangeliſt, 4. 11. & At, 
21.10, Indeed it were tobe wiſhed 
that all the Lords people were Prophets , 


; burnor that they may Prophetic till 
| they be Prophets, and may lawfully 
| do it- Now the word Prophet al- 
| ways imports a diſtin Order, Office 


and Calling from others ; The. Apo- 
ſtle forbids women to Preach, though 
the Corinthian women might be as 
well or bctrer-gitred then any woman 
or man now adays is ; - yet certain che 
Apoſtles did not forbid thoſe women 
whom my Text doth allow to Pro- 
comp and whoſe Prophecying is 

ere. mentioned as a blefling, as well 
as the Prophecying of men : had ſuch 
Prophetefles as Deboreh and Huldah, 


and theDaughters of Phzlip the Evan- 


geliſt, came to Corinth, or if they 
were 
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were now alive, they might Prophe- 
fie by virtue of a ſpecial Calling and 
Office, and none ſhould either forbid 
them to Prophefic , or being uncalled 
(whatever gifts he may ſeem to have) 
imitate them in Propheſying. And 
Thirdly, of the ordinary and perpetual 
Officers of the Church, 1, Cor, 12.28. 
for ſome of- the gifts which Chriſt 
gave to men at his. Aſcenſion, did. 
tall upon them alſo, #ph. 4.11. 

The third Propoſition, This Pro- 
pheſic is not rightly and regularly ful- 
filled, in the Preaching of uncalled 
and ungifted men: For Firſt, As they 
have 'no lawful ordinary Call (a 
might cafily be proved; yea, is alrea- 
dy by thoſe which profeſſedly under- 
take that work)nor have cither Dreams 
or Viſions, or any other extraordina- 
ry ways of receiving the materials of 
their Preaching. ſo.they have not any 
extraordinary Call, above what ma- 
ny others have, which are gifted a5 
well as they (ſave that poſſibly theſe | 


4a 'Þ of the Spirit of Propheſie. | 
__ __areleſs bouted andadventurous then 


- » 


then they (to give it no worler name) 
which yet do not, dare not Preach, 
nor can it be charged on theſe as a fin, 
that they do-not Preach, as it would 
be a in, and a great one roo, if they 
did not Pr2ach which are called toit. 
Secondly , They ſcem to be highly 
conceited of their- Parts and Gifts ; 
they judge any one ſufficient for theſe 


things, being ſwift to ſpeak, ſow ta hear, 


like humor, _ hardly kept within its 
own. bounds; no Text roo hard for 
them to .cxpound; no difficulties 
which they cannot unty - oncethem- 
ſelves ſaid, that the work of the Mi- 
niſtery,, was enough to take. up the 
whole mans and that it was not fit 


that the graveſt, godlicſt, ableſt Mini- 


ſter ſhould be a Juſtice of Peace, or in 
any civil Authority z but not only Mi- 
lirary m<n,but even Handicrafts- men, 
can all the week day entangle them- 


: . felves in the affairs of this lite, and On 
” the Lords day diſcharge the higheſt 
| a 


nd 


Oo ©” nm Ho i mo os 


— 
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and hardeſt —_ of the Miniſtery, - 

whereas it is more ſcriptural and rati- 
onal , -that Miniſters ſhould execute 
civil Offices, then thar Souldiers or 
Handicrafts-men, ſhould execute Mi- 
niſterial Offices), and there are more 
prefdents of the one, then of the 

Sehie, Thirdly, They very freque 
deſpiſe the Miniſtry (which is an Of 
fct; and a worthy os, I Tim;3.1.)and 
0rdination by the hands of the Presbi= 
\ ery, which is an unqueſtionable Or-- 
dinance of God, uſed. and approved 
by the Apoſtles and Apoſtolick men, 
upon whom God x out more reof 
this ! Spirit,chen thete can pretend untoy 
1nd alſo preſcribed nd commanded 
| by them,in the Epiſtles ro 75worby and 
_ Ry All the Errors, 
_ ugh ues , Rantings's / 
FD Ls ck | 
ws by the Prigcking of un- | 
called Lids in New-England ; the * 
Doerine. of the Famdiſts, 'Anabap- | 
tiſtss Antinomiabs _ Libertiges, | 
we 


6P: | of the piritof Proplaſ, . 
was: bred 4nd , brought. up in thoſe .. 
Nurſcries - faith M*-Weld: All the 


Miniſters of England, {invt the Refor- | 


mation, have not broached. ſo many 
Hertfies:and Blaſphemics , nor: per- 
vencd a fourth part .of the number 
that cheſe pretended Propheſiers haye. 
donin; a; few. years hence it is that 
the .42w1mians inthe Netherlands, and. 
Heriticai. and Scluſmgrical perſons 
elſewhtre,. are uſually. for this liberty 
of Propheeying z ja rhe bounding 
and tollerating of errors:(ftiot toſpeak. 
how. difiritive irhab-bten by con- 
frquence'ta the lives-of men). is far 
worſe the moRt cruel! perſecution; tax 
the.ones bur deftruive to the body 

and. outwatd welfare. bf Chriſtians, 


bur this i is:deſttuRtive' to. the ſouls of | « 


men; :ditfides-: and ſubdivides the 
Church; ſubverts the faith and graces 
otrhe-Spint: It the one truc Religion 


are 


| 
| 

| 
4 
{ 
F 
| 
[1 


was : crowned. with © Martyrdome; | þ 


the Goſpcl was much hogou- 


te 


red, :20d. fargus Mariyrem, was ſe-.| 


ment 
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| meu Eccleſia ; but inthe other truc Re- 
- | ligion is extreamly diſhonoured; yea 


loſt in a crowd of falſe opinions, and 
patience and perfeverance alſo; thc 
one did but 'ocaidete Prevbiteros 5 the 
other Pretbiterinrs. - 'Fiftly , Theſe 
gifted mens pR—_— are either rude, 
rambling ,. looſe ditcourfes , having 
no method nor 'marter of weight yi 
them; whereas rhe Spiritiof God gave 
the Apoſtles eroylty[r2 ar 18 [peak apo- 
theyms ,: Abe. 2: 4 wile and weighty 
ſcatences, oe oy _ ro little 

urpoſc. -a$ 'phramtick., - phantaſtick 
ar = 5. Orit if Preache 
ing be found and ſolid, rhey either 
ſteal their marter from others(as (po{- 


 fibly) ſome idle ignorant Miniſters at- 
 fo:do)) ropretend thar they are Pro- 


phers too, butthe Lord s apainſt them, 
ker. 234 50. or they have hittle yarie- 
ty thereof, 'if our gifted men ſhould 
be ſo muchand ofren for many yeers - 
together in one place io as 


ſome Miniſters of rhe: Goſpel are, 
Y F 2 their 
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their ſhallowneſs and emptineſs would 
cafily appear. : Sixtly, Satan I fear 
bath an hand inthis buſineſs], for how 
cafily can he transform himſelf into an 
Angel of light , 2 Cor, 11, 14. and 
counterfeit the Spirit of God upon the 
ſoul;' as amongſt the Fews he made 
uſe of falſe dreams, and lying viſions, 
Ter: 23.25.27. 32. Dent. 13.1. Iſai. 
28.7. & 14-14. ler, $3.16. ſoalſoa- 
mongſt Chriſtians I read, that ſepremes 
puert concienantur, in the order of St. 
Francs, and Cornelius , Muſ, was an 
eloquent Preacher at twelve yeers of 
age, andan affertor of Popery in the 
Council of Trext, and many amongſt 
us were 'much taken with the child- 
Preacher, 'and though ſome gifted 
men(as:in charity I am bound to judge 
till the contrary appear) have. ſincere 
. aimsand ends, and dointendto glori- 
fie Gad, and cdify the Church 'yer 
finis operis,”- the end of the wark (though 
'_ | not fin operantis,theend of the Worker, | 
- 1 andy theend of the Worker alſo, | 


at 


* 
SH + As « — rt. I "Mops 


ſo]. 


Of the Spirit of Prophefie, 69 
ſo far as Satan hath any hand init) is | 
ro cauſe the +Miniſtry ro be diſhonou- | 
red and deſpiſed, as the moſt eminent 
Miniſters, 'the Apoſtles were amongſt 
them that did abownd in «ll utterance 
and all knowledge, and came behindin 
no gift, 1 Cor. 1.5. and Chap. 4, yea 
to deſtroy the Miniſtry , #0 make every 
one 4 Miniſter and 4 Magiftrate, ic to de> 
ftroy the Miniſtry and Magitracy, to 
cauſe the Seals of the Covenant of 
Grace, wy Ts and the Lords Sup- 
per, to be fleighted and ſet at noughr, 
ro _ gr rQ __ qin—ss vain 
angling, defiring to be teachers of the 
p2 te rr Sag either wk they 
y, nor whereof they affirm, 1 Tim. 1.7. 

ing not able'to clear up any one 
truth,or ſolidlyſtate,or determine any 
controverfie,;or interpret any obſcure 


part of N__ , or vindicate the 


truth of God from Popiſh, Socinian, 
Arrian,. Arminian Errors: To open 


a door to the Popiſh Prieſts and Jciu- 
ares that are come from beyond Sca to 


F 3 Preach 


Preach to our Aſſemblies, 'to reyile *.| 
and raile againſt Proteſtant Miniſters, 
to vent Ergors and Herefies, tothe re- 
proach and diſbonour of the, Prote- 
tant Religion," To furniſhall ſort of 
men, and-(cratch their itching cares 
- withanheep of teachers, for they will 
. ot | abide © called officers or: ſound 
Dodrine, 3 Tim. 4+ as the adulterel(s 
too often pleaſcrh the unchaſt. Hug- 
band mare then the beautityl yoke- 
fellow, as. Witches and Wizzards arg 
merry ..at their dijabolical fancied 
Feaſt ,. as though they. did. gat _ and 
drink :the. moſt pleaſant and wholc- 
ſome meats and-drinks : How ſtrange- 
ly. did "_] ke heart hb Len 
Copinger and Ariyingtosw, WnQIC tf! 
= oy read in Camdens Elizabeths, 
as well as ſee the like in yery many 
now adays: To promote thoue fins 
that (in oppoſition to the fins of the 
world, and the fins of the flcſh) arc 


. . properly and purely Sathanical, vis. 


Etrors, Herefies, Sedution'; tor Sa- 
ta 


af the Spicit of Prophefie. © 71 
tan is not-a drunkard ; adultcrer., ia 
| Shove of 2 GQvcraus perſopy. buta 
lyer, ſeduger, that-abade \gor :in; the 
ruth 4 9 di te voy 200 pg 
of oyr Congr ations, whileſdd 
| min #64708, .an abſurd.nan 
out of his. place, 2 Theſ. 3. 2 multj- 
tudes of ſouls perverted, very few, (a- 
ved; a good Proteſtant of the old 
ſtamp » whether conformable or 
non-conformable , ts worth a thou- 
ſand of theſe new Saints : Finally , I 
have heardan ignorant, one diſtem- 
percd in brain and overcome with me- 
| Femhoty. ſpeak excettemtyofthemoſt 
. divine and deep Myſteries of Religi- 
on; and Door Merick Cauſabone, 
Hepy "yr to ſhew how this may be - 
one- by, natural cauſes, and we read 
that he Anabaptiſts in Mu4ſter, ha- 
ving made a Law that all the Ci- 
' tizens' ſhould bring their goods in- 
to a common ſtock , there were 
Maids amongſt them, conld tell 
how much eyery man had lefr at 
home, 


i - 72 ws Of the Spirit of Propheſie." 
+ home, likeas Pas! did diſcern Ans- 
wias and Saphirah: Tt is eafie rogueſſe 

whe taught 


( ' = ps & art Peter, 
a pious and eminent think 
that he aQed Satans 2 all Chriſt 
I and diſcovered Satan, 

"3 © = i 
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Of the witneſling Spirt#, « 


mentioned Rom.$.16. 


" , a+. ot 


FEY matter of worth and weight, 
isto be tranſacted before,and pro- * 
ved by two ſufficient witnefles 3 wnws | 
teſtis, nullus teſtis ; In the mouth of two- | 
or three witneſſes ſhall every word be efta- 
bliſhed,the Apoſtle produceth here.two 
witnefles of our Adoption & Son-ſhip, 
which is 2 thing of very great.con- 
nance and concernment z our Spirit, 

and Gods Spirit , and theſe witneſſes 
depoſe Fo blank, we cry Abba Fa- 
ther, verl.15. and this is not a falſe cry, 
butatrue cry,and the Spirit it ſelf bear- 
 eth witneſs together web our Spirit, that 
itis ſo g the Spirit (as we uſe to ſay 
by way of excellency) the Bibje, the | 


Scrip- 


> | 


15.45. "which vogee (ith the ApoſMle 


"3 Of the witneFing Spirit. 

cripture , the eminent, excellent , 
Spirit , Infinite Eternal Spirir, a wit- - 
witneſs of geeargr OTIOIn Is 
and credit. After the reading of theſe 
and other words of Scripture, it is yn- 
neceffary (15 well a ir 'ts beyond wy 
purpoſe) to prove that the. $ pix doth 
witrieſs' that we-are all the childten of 
God: I ſhall 'only cnquire into the | 
manner how the” Spirit of God wit- 
nefleth.. And firſt it muſt be granted 
that the witnefs-bearing of the Spirit - 


"here mentioned, is ſpoken of , notas 
'a' peculiar priviledge of ro or three 
-ora few eminent] Saints, bur as the 
general or uſt] priviledge of: alt rhe 


Saints of 'God; which are led by the 


Spirit, are the children, Heirs of God, 
-and-joynt Heirs with Chriff ; and how 


this witneſs is born, I ſhall endeayour 


to ſhew.- 1. Negatively, -/2. | Aﬀet- 
" -mntively. 


* Negatively , Firſt not by oxrwerd 
»orce, as of Chriſt, Mat, 4. ult. Mat. 


Perer 
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Peter) was heard of many 2.Per.1,18. 
19. this witngls is inward and ſecret, it 
iS hidden Manna, Rev.2.17. whizh no 
man knows but he that receivethit : As 
Satan can ſuggeſt thoughts into xhe 
ſoul which no þy-ſtander can fee : Sv 
can the Spirit of: Gad ſer his pripy ſeal 
upon the foul, and none diſcern, bur 
the ſpirit of a manin him. 2%. - The 
Spirit of God doth not uſe the Myni- 
ſtry of Angels, though Cheiſts- bis 
Sonſhip roclaimed by ſuck Hea- 
venly. Heralds, Zak. 1, 30, 31,37. 
Luk. 2. 9.13. 3Y. The Spitit, of 
God doth not witneſs our Adoption, 
by 4nmediate Revelation and Inipi- 
ration : Jeſus Chriſt indeed recerwed 
ngt the Spirit by meaſure; 79h. 2. 34. 
The fulncts of the Godhead dwelt ig 
him bodily , Col. 2. g..'and the Pror 

hets and Apoſtles were in their mea= 
ure ſo inſpired, 2 Pet, 1, 4/t.- by yir- 
tue of which In{piration, . that which 
was not Canonical before, was io a 
ter, and new Truths and Tengts were 
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to be received and beleeved ; But now 
we may ſay,are all Apoſtles: are all Pro- 
phers ? Yea, are there now any Apo> 
ſtles,any Prophets (o inſpired. 4. The 
Spirit of God 'doth not witneſs our 
Sonſhip, in ſuch dark and dubious ' 
phraſes, 'as Apol{os Oracles wicd to be 


. delivered in; bur there is ſuch cer- 


tainty and clearnels in this Teſtimony, 
thar it- doth cither altogether, or ina 
great 'meaſure,, fuſpend and filence 
doubts and diftruſts; he tharſees the 
Sun, knows it is bright andlight; he 
that taſtes honey, knows it is ſweet 5 


; and he that taſtes the hidden Mann, 
| and hears this Teſtimony, is tully per- 
' fwaded and ſatisfied by ir, Rows. 8. 38. 


5. The Spirit of God doth not wit- 
neſs to all men that they are the chil- 
dren of God; there arc multitudes, 
_ of men; that never heard it z 
when we ſpeak of itto them, we are as 
it were Barbarians to them 3 this high 
Language of Canaan is an unknown 
Tongue to them; for they mult - 
Fr. the 
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the children of- God by Adoption in- | 
deed,before they be witneſſed to. be ſo: | 
prime eſt predicare de eſſe quam de coge | 
noſciy Yea the Ele& of God haveirt | - 
not before cbnverſion, . nor - uſually | 
in the firſt a& of converſion, then they | 
lye under the ſpirit of bondage, v. 15. | 
and arc inthe pangs of the new Birth, | 
nor always atterward ; for the Teſti- | 
mony is not de efſe, bur de bene efſe, of | 
a Chriſtian ; nor their Dzet, but their | 
Banquet, not commn food, but a Cor- | 
dial, a witneſs, the moſt punual 
faithful wirneſs, doth but ſpcak when 
there is need and occaſion; he wit- 
neſſerth not alway, ,: bur for always. 

Secondly Affirmatively, The Spi- 
rit of God (I conceive) doth'witneſs 
all;: or at leaſt, ſome of theſe ways. 
Firſt, He doth atteſt Scripture truths 
wntothe ſoul, ſaying the fame _.in the 
breaſt of the beicever, that it-{aithin 
the Bible, by irradiating thoſe truths | ? 
he making the the light of Gods word ' 
brighter: and Yluminating ee cycs 

| | of 
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ofthe ſoul, he makes the ſight better; 
fothar the divine Authority, Infalli-. 
bility and Majeſty of the Word of 
God doth appear, I ſhall inſtance.in 
rwo {weet and: comforttdle Scripture 
truths : Bleſſed aretbey that hunger an1 
thirſt - after righteouſneſs , MX, 5: 6. 
(which ſeems to be the minimun quod 
fic, the loweſt, leaſt degree of ſaving. 
faith) and Come to me, 1 will give reit 


|. t#themthat are weary and heavy laden, 


Mart. 11:28. which ſeems. to be the 
Joweft:degree of truc repentance; The 
Spit of God ſaith ro: the ſoul: theſe 
are true words; I writ them, do own 
them, and will maintain them, andito. 
he (ers his Seal totheſe truths, asthe 
ſoul by receiving and beleiving Gods 
Feftimony, ſers ro: her Scal alfo, 196. 
3-33. + 2v, He owns the graceRhat 
arc in belcivers, to be his work, as he 
doth own the Scripture to *e- his 
word, a&he doth atreft fidem qudicre- 
diter , the) Docrine , the Obje& of 
faith, fo he doth: atteſt fidew gu ore- 
EG inr, 


ditar » 'the-infuſed- habit ot. grace of 
faichs ſome Qfficersin Corporations 
and other Towns, : do (cal Cloth, Le- 
ther, &6. to: witneſs thereby , that 
whar they. ſeal is truly made, rightly 
dreſt, orof due leagrh, &c. So the 
Spirit of God when we beleeve doth jead 
vs, Ephel. 1.13. ſaying (as it werc); 
this is 7rwe faith, a lively faith, firmly. 
faſtened on the worgiof God ;, fol 


might {ay of Hope',,;Lo6ve, Repen- 


rance, &c.tor the Spirit of God dorh: 
not-.only , freely g19e us the things of 
Goa, bur allo giveth ws to flood, ad 
L Cor. 2. 10.12, he tellcth which 
graces are genuine and; which are ſpu- 
rious, which arc real and which arc 
counterfeit, he thar teacheth us 20 


know whet we do belceve, and thet 


wedo belceve, love, hopes repeat, rc: 


3. Be makes application.of the pro» |, 
miſes to the. ſoul; - thy name' and | 
mine are nat in the Scripture 3 What ' 


an huge Volumnec would the Bible be, 


if evcry., Saints aame that have been, 
T5" arc 
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© are, or ſhall be, were written in it? 
God hath wiſe and good ends, why 
this is not done; it iSenough that par- 
' riculars muſt necds- be included in the 
general, bur Gods people (eſpecially 
ar ſome times) are unapt and unable to 
make particular application of the 
promiſes z- therefore Gad by his Spi- 


rit, which isalſo called his finger, Mar. 


12. 28. with Luk. 11.20, points at 
' thee or mc; when he is a Spiritof con- 
viction or of bondage (as ſometimes 
he 1s, Toh. 16. 9; Rom. $. 15.) or wit- 
neffeth againſt us, then he puts our 


name into the threatnings , which ur 


rhe word indefinitely or generally 


ſpoken, as curled is every one that 


continuecth not in all things written in 
the Law ro do them, G4/. 3.10, if you 
live after theflxth you ſhall dyc, Rom. 


$. and fairh;'as/N athan to David, thou 
«rt the may, that the ſoul-cannotfſhifr 
orſhuffic oFconviRion orerror, but 
-when'it will witneſs for 'a man, then 
it pits its nave in the promiſes, as thus ; 


Thoy 


/ 
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thou Peter, Andrew, Thomas , Bartho- 
lomew , confefling and forſaking thy 
fin, ſhall find mercy , Prov. 28. 13. 
1 10h, 1. 9. When God by his Spi- 
rit , as by-his hand, takes hold on us, 
and ſaith , Thou art mine, and I am 
thinez and the ſoul by the h.nd of 
faith, takes hold on God , and ſauh 
likewiſe, Cant. 6, 3, then there is a 
comfortable. marriage made by joy- 
ning of hands, _ 
4+ He doth from theſe raiſe up 
much conſolation in the ſoul , and 
therefore is farly. called the comfor- 
ter, Joh. 16. 7, And the Kingdom of 
God is in righteouſneſs and peace and 
joy in the Holy Ghoſt, Rem. 14. 17. 
The certaiaty and. aſſurance cf our | 
ſalvation doth: arile from this, or ſuch 
alike Syllogiſme. 
. He x $- believeth ſhall be ſaved ; 
But thou believeſt, 
Therefare thou ſhalt be ſaved. | 
.- The: firſt Atof the Holy Ghoſt, | 
doth-ſealerhe major or firſt propoſt> 
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tion The ſecond AR doth ſeale the 
minor or ſecond propoſition z The 


third addeth ſurther aflurance and e- 


vidence, then that which is inferred 


from the premiſes; The fourth doth 
raiſe us up to the Joy of this ſalyation, 
Pſal. 51. 12. 

But becauſe there are many preten- 
ders to the witneſs of the Spirit that 
have neither part nor lot in this buſi- 
neſs, for their heart i not right in the 


ſight of God, atid as many aid , here 


& Chrift, and there s Chriſt , when he 
was neither heve nor there; ſo ma 


9 ay rhey have the Spirit , which 
a 


ve it-not : Theſe are they that ſeparate 
themſelves ſenſual , having not the Spi- 
rit, Jude v. 19. Schiſmatical perſons 
which ſay,1 am of Paul,1 of Apolls,und 
I of Cephas, &c.'may think thenflelves 
ſpiritual , bur they- are therein Car- 
wal, and walk as men, 1 Cor. 3; 1,2. 
whether there be an immediare witnes 
of the 'Spirit_given/by Ged'ir fome 
Eales., I need not, nor will Fnow dil- 
"Mrs pute 
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puts, for theſe words ſpeak only of 
Eck awitneſs of che Spirit, as toge- 
ther with the leading of the Spirit, is 
commionto all the Sons of God: and 
this (I believe) I may truly Cay, , 
1, The Holy Spirit doth ordinarily, | 
if not alway , witnes with our ſpirits | 
mediately , by the fruits, effe&s, and : 
gracious operations: thereof , or elſe | 
to what cnd are marks and ſigns ſet 
down in Scripture , and we comman- | 
ded totry our ſelves by them, 1 10h. 
3-14. £ Cor. 13.5. Gal.6.2,3, _. 

#. The Spirit of God in the breſt , 
of the believer, and the Spirit of God. | 
in theBible, are the ſame Spirit of | 
truth - 'and therefore the Spirit of | 
God'will not ſpeak peace tothe wicked, 


Iſs. 57.21, or witneſs thein to be the 
Sons of gs , _ by their pride, 
lying; cruelty, treac or allowing. 
l or. ho Bl lin "detlace themſelves 
to be of their father the Devill, 195.8. 
44. 1 Fob. 3.8. So it doth not con- 
demn the generation of the. juſt, 
G 2 which 


. 


| 


3 of thewitmeſiing Spirits 
which are weary and heayy laden, da 
bunges and. thirſt afuer rgbrcouſe 


-' -nefle. 


3.. The Spirit-of God witn; Mech 
z ordinances, Cr; at leaſt, qt with- 
out them , ootinthe negle& nad con- 
tempt of them: God iadeed doth not 
' . tyc his own hand, but;ours : God can 
| Feed with Manna, but will not, when 
{ men, may plough and ſow. How the 
Spirit of Goq,doth-make uſe of -holy 
Ordinances, we have. heard+ before; 
. thoſethatthink. themſelves aoveor- 
dinances , arc -indezd mueh below 
them... 
| 4-:\-There is ordinarily a \ ſpirit of 
Bond 3Res antecedent to the ſpirit of 
adoption, v, 15,16, it firſt iconvin- 
ceth. of 1lin., then, of righteouſaeſſe, 
1ob..16. S. $1 

-$. The! racfling Spirit. isa work- 
ing ſpirit-, 2-ſpigix of. ſanctification, 
Rom.1. 4, <. canſt tzou find the work 
of the fpiru., . of. ar, leaft ſome prin's 
ang (Opec els "of thar work .*'; A, tew 
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grapes{ ſaith D. $ibbs ) difcover a 
tree to be. a Vine, nota Fhorn, and 
truth of one-grace, doth' evidence 
truth of all graces: it is a goldgn chay 
God hath linked: rhem: cog &r,iFet 
none P ut themy aſunder. >. 3 

hey onely have the wicneſſe 
of te ſpiritthat are-led by; and. walk 
after the ſpirit', wverſ 1. 14. Now 
theſe words do import-b=th their ha- 
ving and aQting of {piritualite: Dead 
things may be drawa , bur cannot in 
propriety of ſptech be ſaid ro be ltd, 
or towalk, © 

2. They import motion, 4'Conti- 
nued motion after ſome thing thar 
gots before. 

3- Awilliig motion,when the ſoul 
is not haled, hurried, or violently for- 
ced, bur they are led. I cannoten: 
large. 
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Crap, IX. Hs 


Of the continuance of the 
- Acunmiſterial Spirit -and 
Office in all ages,on Iſa. 
66. 21. | | 


Heſe words are a gracious Goſpel 

A -promiſc , in which the Lord of the. 
Harveſt promiſeth , it ſhall þe his care | 
and work to ſend forth Jabaurers into his 
harveſt : hee ſaith not , Tow or they 
ſhall rake, but I will: take}, wi4, from 
amongſt men, Heb..5. 1, lit; them up 
tobe over and above the people , call 
thera to be neer to me , accept them, 

_ iiſt them in a peculiar manner , them 
( I fay ) not a// the faithfull of the ha- 
tions , or moſt of them , but ſundry of 
them, at leaſt ſore; of thew. To bec 
Prieſts , he ſaith not Prieſt , for” then 
S-2Y 


S 3; 


Of the Miſterigal Spirit, 
it might have ſeemed he had ſpoken 


bur of one, viz. Chriſt ; nor doth he -* 


lay Prophets , which might feem to 
be temporary and extraordinary, or 
Preachers , which ſome will. needs 
diſtinguiſh from officers : but Prieſts 
and Levites , which being the names 
by- which the Jewiſh ordinary con- 
ſtang miniſtery were' expreſſed ,; he 
doth thereby alſo expreſſe the mi- 
niſtery of the Goſpel. 

Prieſts, ] the Hebrew word j5 
hath no neceſlary relation to an Al- 
tar-or ſacrifice, it ſignifies nor $acri- 
fices, but a Servitor, a Miniſter. Now 
publike Miniſters were of two. ſorts, 
firſt Political, So Davids Sons which 
were of Fudak(of which tribe the Scrip- 


ture ſaith nothing concerning the Prieſt- - 


hood ) were chief Officers, Princes or 
Prieſts , 2 Sam. 8, 18. cum 1 Chron, 
18, 17, The ſecond ſort of publike 


Miniſters was Eccleſiaſtical , and this . 


miniſtery hath theſe two offices per- 
petually annexed;to it preaching and 


G 4 prayer ; 


CY 
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Prayer s 1o Samnel when depoſed 
from his Civil power, would bee a 
Prieſt ſtill , and would not ceaſe topray 
for them , and by preaching ſhew them 
phe right way , 1 Sam. 12. 23, the 
Prieſt was to be akind of mediator, a 
middle perſon between God and the 
people , and fo was miniſterially 70 
make reconciliation,” 2 Cor. 5. 19. 1n 
| Tinea aſcendente', as he looked up- 
| ward. he is but Miniſter Dei ,' 1n linea 
| defeendente, ashe looked downward, 
he is che Maſter ef the Aſſembly , Eccl. 
1.2. God looks vpon-l1m as ſtanding 
for the people,and in their ſtead. - Heb. 
5. 1- and” people look' upon him is 
ſtanding for God, and in his ſtead as 
an Embaſſador of God, 2'Cor, 5. 20. 
and therefore ſometimes he 1s: to be 
Gods mouth tothe people by preach- 
ing; andthe peoples mouth to God 
by prayer. Now preaching — 
er was either ceremonial or moral. 
Sacrificing was ceremonial praying; 
faith and prayer were the: ſoul, th? 
T3252 $1 {ubſtance 
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ſubſtance of thoſe ſacrifices, without 
which "the ſacrifices and hccriieets; 
were but dead carkaſſes and carrions, 
and did ſtink in Gods noſtrils : Expi- 
atorie ſacrifices were prayers , eſpe- 
cially for pardon of fin throughthe 
Sacrifice ot Chriſt;gratulatory-facri- 
fices were prayſes and thankſgiving 
for the mercies of God in Chriſt: Sa- 
craments; and other cexemonial iob- 
ſervances, were their preaching, they 
were their Goſpel. The Old Teſt: , 
ment was' but Evangelium velaturs, | 
Chriſts face with a mask on'it, the | 
New Teſtament is, -Evangelinm! re-. 
velatum , Chriſt unvailed, "revealed, | 
that now we ſee him with open Fate, 

2 Cor. 3. 18, and the office of Prieſt- 

hood, which was in the time of the 

Old Teſtament, was not by Chriſt 

utterly extinguiſhed, but* changed 

Heb. 7.12, The Engliſh word Prieſt, 

is an Honourable. name- of ir ſelf, 
-rhough now partly, becauſe ofthe I- 
. «dolatry,, Ignorance, Iniquiry, both - 
2 | tee 
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the Popiſh Pricſts, and of too many 
Miniſters , and principally becauſe of 
the impiety and prophanencſle of the 
times it be degenerated. and become , 
areproach, it is derived of the Latine 
Pretbyeer , or rather from the Greek 
ou, 2 name very frequent 
kin the Septyaginc of the Old,and 
Original of the New Teſtament. 
The word { Alfo ] ſignifies that 
this is an additional promiſe. to the 
former, that the Geatiles ſhould nor 
only. be Proſelyted, as v.20. but alſo 
Priefted, Scveral of them were pro- 
 felyted betore , but the Prieſts and 
Levites were not of any but the Jew- 
iſh Nation, nor of any Tribe but the 
Tribe of Leviz and therefore this 
Text is certainly fulfilled amongſt 
the Gentiles. | 
* Allthat I purpoſe to do, isto ſhew 
the continuance of publike-Ecclefia- 
ical Officers, or Miniſters from the 
Creation to the conſummation of the 
world. 


Adam 
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Adas the firf man , was the 
Prieft , a PA firſt without 2 -_ 
ple: as a man may have Commiſſion 
to be a Colonel which yer hath no re- 
giment z a Prieſt for himſclf, then for 
bimſelf and wife, then for his chil» 
dren alſo, which'did multiply and re» 
pleniſh the earth: Cain and Abel did 
-not offer up their own ſacrifice, but 
brought them to Adams to be offered by 
him, Gey, 4- 3, 4- doubtleſs Adam of- 
fered Gocriice before, bur there is no 
dire& mention made of it, becauſe 
( poſlibly) no ſuch notable accident 
tell out therein, as in the ſacrificing of 
his Sons : but doubtleſle they learned , 
of Adam to ſacrifice z and thole beaſts ; 
are ſuppoſed to be offered up in ſerri- | 
fice, of whoſe skins God made Adars | 
and Eve their Coats, Gen. 3. 
Ulader Adam whileſt he lived, and , 
after bim when he was dead, the fir i#- | 
born were Prieſts , the heads of the ' 
houſes, Fathers of Families,, did feed 
. their Families; the Church _ then 
| ome- 
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. Domeſtical;, the" Goveriimetit was 
Parifiarchal ,- ſuch” were Seth , Ems: 
Cathan,and Enveh the Prophet, Fude 
wir 15. and orhers until'the ood, 
mithen Noob" was a” Prieſt and offe- 
red'Sacri ct, Gen. $8.20; and preached 
_ neſs, 7 Pet; ; and had a'na- 

al Sacrament, the Rain-bow. A 
retnginder"of this/is ſtill in Pamilies, 
every. man'being a King' to: rule, 2 
Prophet to inſtru them , a Prieſt to 
pray for them ,.-as [vb did,, 706 1: 5. 
2nd to blefſe them in the Name of the 
Tord: and hence ir- is that under the 
mame of Father ard Mother in the fitt 
cammandment,are included /both Ci- 
vitand Ecclefiiſtical/Parents; as well 
as Domeſticall '; becauſe at rhe time 
; ofthe promulgationof the Law, Pa- 
rents were Princes , Prieſts and Pro- 
phets of his Church. So Abraham was 
a. Prieſt, offcred ſacrifice; received 
the promiſe, and circumciſion the ſeal 
of it, and did inſtruchis children and 
{(crvamts; Gen. 18, 19. ( Hence 1fedc 
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knew whatihe wentabout, and"asked 
for a'Kid or Lamb for a burm-offe= 
ritg , Gem: 22.) Afterihim Iſaac iand 


- Jacob were the Prieſts 3 yea "in Egy 
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God made his mercy-vilible, in'4par | 


riag the firſt-born which were dedis 
cated to (z0d, Exodus the 17 4,5; 65 
and of this ſort were thoſe Prieſts.,we 
read: of Exod; 19. 22, Indeed God 
did notitychis own hands inthis,Caiw 


bcing-excommunicated and put out * 


of Gods preſence for his bloody'a&y 
Seth hisyounger brother was put" in, 
Gen. "4. . .14- 16, S0 :Sem was no 
Noab's.'eldeſt . Son ( though named 


firſt for.dignities ſake )'tor aphegwas . 


his clder brothcr , Gey, 10. 21, Saw 
was the Father of Heber,and of the Hes 
brews , the Church of God: and F#* 


phet, of the Gentiles; which chenwere 


not (though afterward they, or fame 
of them did become ) members of 


Gods'Churchz and I belceve that » 
Sem was he which was called Melchis 
&edek ,: ior he Lived ſundry years in / 


the 


— 
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the) time of Abrahow; and. who chit 
could be a King and Pricſt in Gods 
' bauſe , and. greater :hew Abraham but 


| only Sem - So Godrejedted Eſau, and - 
| Farob, the bleſſing 2nd the Prigcipali- 
ty and Pricſt-hood ,, which was an- 
nexed tothe primogeniture , though 
s:prophanely fold it, and Rebecca 
dealt indireRly abourir, yer the Lord 
seatirmed.it, Ges, 25. 31, $3; Then 
+ the Fribe of Levi was ſeparatedto be 
Prieſts and Miniſters to the Lord, in- 


| ſtead of all rhe firſt-born, Numb. 3, 


Ps Aaron __ conn an 
igh-Pricſt, and atter him EleaFar, 
thaugh the High-Pricſts office did 
motlong continucin his tamily;, poſh- 
bly ste High- Pricfts in that trouble- 
ſome and changcable time had finful- 
ly:complyed with toleration , that 
every man might do what is right in bis 
ow eyes, Judg. 17. 6. & 2T. 25. 
and with the wandring of Prieſts and 
'Levites for want of ſerled' mainte- 
nance, 1vd. 17. 6. & 19% 1,' and 

| therefore 
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therefore Eh-of the Bamily of [the- 
mar was made Prieſt ,-who alſo again 
being indulgent to his Sons, that were 
horribly prophane ,” the Prieſthood 
returned to the fainily of Eles{sr -in 
Zadok ( and'there God remembred- 
Phinehas, Num 25.13) whom others 
ſucceeded cyen in the rime of the 
tivity, for though they did eas the 
bread of affiition, and drink the water 
of _— , yer 1herr eyes did fee theiy 
zeathers, according 10 Gods promile, 
= 3. 20. ler. 33. 18. 21. and ſun- 
ry of their Prieſts did return with 
them from captivity, #zre 2. Yeathe 
Priefts and Levites were \contigued | 
till Chriſts time. Zacharieh of the | 
conrſe of Abiah , and his Wife of ube | 
Daughters of Aaroy is mentioned , | 
Luc. 1, and Chriſt bade them ſhore | 
themſelves unto the Priefts, Marthi8.4. | 
bade them hear the Scribes and Phart- 
ſees ſurting in Moſes chair, Marth: 23.2, - 
and hee appeared: before the High 
Prieſt, and anſwered for himlclf; 9,  : 
23. 5:1 
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_ 23; Totellof the manitold corrup- 
tions-and depravations of the Pricit - 
hood , -menuonedin Canonicall and 
Jewiſh' Church-ſtory, waar Tdola- 
ters) Apoſtates, Trayrors ſome of 
them were ,; what traditions and: hu- 
mang inventions they obſeryed:, what 
ſecs," ſchiſmes , ſeditions, wars , tu- 
/ mules->murthers they were guilty of : 
" wharbuying and ſelling, wht placing 


and diſplacing, : chopping and chon-. 
ing-there was of the High PricſtsOt-, 
ce, \the High-Prieſts executing the. 


| Office: ſometimes by rurnes , . and 
- fornetitnes yearly, (as is conceived in 
Chriſts time, 106. 11. 49. ) and ſome- 
times:the High'.Prieſts Office was 
conferred 'on thoſe that were nor of, 
Aarons Line, -nor of any ofthe other 
Levitical Famvlies, and one Anane- 
lacore of the Prieſts of Babylon, was 
thrult into that office : I (ay ro cx- 
refle theſe agalege)y;necld fill 
volume; and yet the Lord (you (ee) 
preſerved: the-cllence of the ef 
"= 00 
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hood ui the raidſt of all theſe confuſi- 
- ons and Torruprions , Jeſans Chriſt 
had all the Prieſthood ofthe Old Te- 
ſtament concentred in him , therefore 
| heis called or High Prie#, Heb. 3.1. 
- -or the chief Officer of the Old Teſta- 
ment, 4 Prieſt after the order of Mel- 
chiſedeck , the greatneis of whole 
Prieſthood the Apoltle proves by his 
| bleſsing Abrabam and iything © bins , 
Heb. 7.2. 4,5 6. and conſequently 
of the Prieſthood of Jefus Chriſt, 
who receiveth Tythes , of whom it wit- 
neſſedthat he liveth, v. $. hath an #n- 
changeable Prieſthood, and #« able to 
ſawvt to the uttermoſt them that come to 
God by hirw, v. 22. 24, 25. $0 was he 
, alfo the Father and Fountain of the 
miniſtry of the * New Teſtament, 
which art firſt was 'in Chriſt alone, 
hence he is called alfo owr Apoſtle, 
Heb. 3. 1. Prophet, At. 3. 22, E- 
vangeliſt, Iſa. 41. 27. Chief Bijhop or 
Paſtor., 1 Per. 2.25. Door , Marth, 
23. 10, Diaconus or Miniſter , Rom. 
a H 15. 
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15.8. As Adam the firſt Miniſter 6t | 
the Old Teſtament, was a King, a 
| Prieſt. and Prophet , fo alſo was 
| Chriſt. | 

| The enereaſe and growth of the 
Church, was the occaſion of the leye- 
rall Miniſters, Officers and offices. of 
the Church ; this appears by expreſs. 
Scripture-ja the Apoſtle, Matt5.9, 36. 
&c. Matth. 10.1. in the 70. Diict- 
ples, Zug. 10; 1.2, inthe leyenmen+ 
tioned, Acd.6.1, 2, 3, &Cc. 

Jeſus. Chiiſt when he aſcended up 0n 
hizh, he gave guifts unto men , ſome A- 
pojtles, fome Prophets, ſome Evangeliſt, 
fame Paſtors and teachers for the work 
of the miniſtry, Ephe(.4, 11.12, Chriſt 
was the chief Paſtor, 1 Pet. 25, then | 
the Apcftles, 704. 21, 15.( which was 
a three fold renewing of the Apoſto- 
lick commiſſion , becauſe his three- 
fold denial of Chriſt, ſeemed to de- 
grade. kum ) then, the Presbyters , 
L Pet.5. 2« Acts, 20, 28. Chriſt was 
the Atch-Bifhip, 1 Pet. 2,25. Apo” 

\ > es itles 
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ſtles, Biſhops, 4. 1+ 20. then the 
\ Þresbytors, A#, 20.28, Ti, 1. 7. 
God ſcnt Chriſt ; he ſent the Apo- 
ſtles, 1ohn 20. 21, Chriſt ordained 
twelyc, Mark 3. 14. 10h, 15.14. And 
the Apoſtles did not only themlclves 
ordain Church-Officers, A#.14.23. 
1 Tim. 4. 14. but alſo directed, yea, 
and charged others alſo to ordain that 
there might be a ſucceſſion of the Mi- _ 
niſtry after their Geparture, I Tim. 
3.1. &c. andy. 21.22, 2 Tim. 2. 2. 
And doubtle(s Timothy, Titus , and 
pers concerned, were carcful to ob- 
c and keep their direRions and 
tharge z and Jeſus Chriſt himſelf 

promiſed he would be with the _ 
ſtles, not only all their days, but 
ThoA5 T&s vuteds, all days and (ucceſh- 
ons. of times, 93 «:or@;, which. is fre- 
quently raken for the end of the - 
world, by the ſame Evangeliſt, Mat. 
13. 39, 40-49. & 24. 3. andthere- 
tore includes a promiſe of being nor 
only with. the Apoſtles, Prophets, 
H 3 Evan- 
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Evanpeliſts.,<xtraordi-afy and tem- 
afy .Officersz but alſo with Pay, 
ſtois and Teachers , their ordinary 
ſucceſſors to the end of the world ; 
and'in-pertermance- of the ſaid pro- 
mite, we donotonly read of Biſhops, 
Eldets, Paſtors, and Rulers, Mini- 
ſters, in rhe Epiſtles of Paa!, bur alſo 
Angels, Elders, Prophets, Stars , 
which Chr: holdeth in his owh Right 
Hand, who walketh atſo in the midſt of 
the . ſeven go/den Candleſticks , in the 
Book ot the Revelation , which is2 . 
Propheticat Hiſtory , or Hiftori 
Prophefie of the Principal Paſſages of 
the Church of God, unto the: end of 
the world, that the holy Bible might 
. One way or other, relate the Principal 
conceraments of the Church, from 
the Creationo: the world.to the con- 
pong io thereof, In Revel. 4. 4+ 
6,7: There.,was a Throze, aplace of 
Gods fi ning amoneſt his people as in 
the Tabernacle or Temple, and four 
end twenty on dy 1 which we muſt 
| un- 
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underſtznd the Presbiters, or Biſhops. 
of the. Church, not che  Saintsor-pri- 
yate members: For ficſt, Never are 
private members called Presbiters, 
Prieſts, in coatradiRtion to theur Offi 
cers. Secondly , They are faid, co. 
fit apon Thrones, and have Crowns. ow 
their Heads. Thirdly,' This {ſeams to 
allude to the twenty four courles.of 
Prieſts that waited on God in'the 
Temple. Fourthly ,, One of thafc 
Elders, Rev. 7. 14. {peaking of the 

44co0f, (of every Fribe 120008, )} 
auth, theſe are they, not we are they, 
as making a difference between 
Elders and other Saints; and by the 
four Beaſts, are meant, the Chriſtian 
Churches, through the four Quarters 
of the world, alluding to the encam- 
ping of the 1frazlzres, which aid bearin 
their tour Standards, the ſame beaſts, 
that are ſicre mentioned, they that ex- 
pound this -Prophetie clean contr 
; ways, yet they grant that theMiniſters 
are ſignified , if not by the Elders, 
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yet by the four Beaſts. In Rev. 7. the 
Tribe of Levi is not omitted (as ſome- 
times it is in the old Teſtament, where 
alfo we read of 12. Tribes beſides)if it 
had then the Anti-miniſterial Spirits 
of theſe days, would have ſeemed to 
have ſomewhat to glory of, - bur it is 
ſaid, that of that Tribe as well as of 
the other Tribes, though it was a 
friall Tribe, were fealed. twelve thous 
, Which being ſpoken of the 
Cliurch of the Gent:les, by alluſion 
ro the Jewiſh Church,” may well ſhew 
to Us a number of the Miniſters law- 
fully called, and approved by God, 
proportionable to the reſt of the peo+ 
ple; or that God would alfo out of 
the believing Gentiles, chuſe ſome to 
be Prieſts and LZevites ro him ; Alfa 
When Antichriſt moſt raged and reig- 
ned :- and the oatward Court was given 
:# the Gentiles, Rev.11.2. Yet the 
Temple(though Antichriſt did fit in it, 
2 Theſ. 2. 4.) and Alter, and they that 

worſhip therein(now amongſt the Fews 
| (9 
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(to' whoſe cuſtome he alludeth) rhe 
Prieſts did worihip the Lord in the 
inner Court) were to be meaſured. 2s 


' being Gods Building, to be repiired 


and kept up by him ; and God did all 
along. preſerve not only precious 
truths ; the Poſitive and Afermative 
truths of Chriſtian Religion (Popery 
conſiſting moſtly in Additions, as 
elſewhere I have ſhewed) which were 
preached by the very. Prieſts them- 
telves, eſpecially thoſe main Do- 
Qrines ot the Trinity, the Nativity, 
Death, and Paſhon; ReſurreRion and 
Aſcenfion of ſeſus Chriſt, of his ſen- 
ding the holy Ghoft, &'s. upon the 
yearly days,ſet apart for the memori- 
al of thein * But alſo he did preſerve 
an holy people, that inſtead of haws 

the mark, name, or number of the Beaffs 
name, had their Fathers name written 
in their foreheads, Rev.'14.1, anda 
faithful Mir:iſtery , proportionable 
thereunto : two witneſſes, a ſufficicat 
number to hold up his truth; _— 
| $ 
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the mouth of two or three witneſſes ſhall 
every word be eſtabliſhed 5 and it was 
Propneſied that they ſhould feed the»: 
Church. during the time of hec low-- 
eſt exiled condition, Rev.12. 6. It is 
not ſaid 7 will feed her, which might 
ſecmrto he extraordinary ; or ſhe ſhall 
feed her ſelf , for then it might be 
imagined that private brethren did 
feed one another , but. They, the.Pro- 
pheſiers, ſhould feed her, and theſe 
were ſlarn , and who werethey 7 not 
only Saints, but Prophets, which are 
diſtinguiſhed from orher Saints, and 
Righteous men, not only in other 
Scriptures, Eph, 4. 11.12. Mat,1o, 
41, 42.. hut alſo in this very Book, 
which-doth not only mention the flay- 
ing of the Witneſſes, bur alſo for the 
ſame, drays up an Indi&ment again 
Babylon, that in her was found the blogd, 
as wel of Prophet 5,2s of, private Saints, 
Rev. 18.24. forthey as well as others, 
were witneſſes by the ward of the T eftt- 
mony,. and not lowing their lives xo 
ok 
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the death : Many godly Miniſters in 
ſeveral Ages, have born Teſtimony ' 
to the truth of Chriſt, and oppoled 
\, Antichriſt z {o rhat God , notwith- 
ſ ſtanding the Idolatries, Sorceries , 
Whoredoms, Herefies, Perſecuti- 
ons of the Whore of Rome, did al- 
way preſerve the Eſſence of the Mi- 
niſtery, even where 'Satans Seat is, 
Rev. 2.13. 


—__—_C —_— 


_ ; 


Ok X. 


of the Spirit of Corah, 


' and hy  gainſa Ying, 0n 
- Jude verl. 11. 


"Sy was a Levite, thongh he 
feems to diſclaim the pripiledge 
thereof, _ and made himlelt as one-of 
the people; for he faith not all the 
Tribe of Levi are holy, but all the peo- 
þ{e. which.were of other Tribes al- 
$0, and the tivo handred and fifty 
Princes did offer incenſe as well as he, 
Dathan and Abiram were Sons of 
Rexben, the firſt born of all the Parri- 
archs , thele Reubenites, camped next 
xo the K ohathites, onthe Sourhttde of 
the Tabernacle; as is ſhewed,Num.2. 
and joned with them ,andiwo hundred 
and fifty Princes of the Aſſemblies , 
Se- 
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Senators, State{ſmen, Governours , 
| Reputed, Religious and Righteous 
men, were famous in the Church, men 
of name and renown, Numb. 16. 1, 2+ 
they were not any of them (that we 
read of) vile or vicious in their con- 
yerſation, nor is it likely, if they bad 
been ſo,that the Congregation ſhould 
ſo much re{pe& them, and though 
they be called wicked men, v. 26, or 
(as {ome others read it) ſenners, per- 
verſe,: hard men, yetthat was by rea- 
{on of their' diviſion, which is a work 
of the fleſh, Gal. 5..20. ſhewing them 
to be carnal, 1 Cor. 3. 1,2. not by 
reaſon of any groſle miſcarriage in 
their converſation that we know of 3 | 
the occaſion of it (ſaith Solomon Far- x * 
ch) and indeed it might well be.one 
occaſion, was, . Corah being a Levite;, 
of the Koathites, which was the chief 
family ot. the Lewites rook offence , 
and'envied at the preferment of Eli- 
X4phan the ſon of Uzziel, whom Mo- 
ſes had made Prince over the ſons of 
Keath, 
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Koath, Numb.3. 20, when he was of 
the youngeſt brother, and Corah him- 
felf was ot Izhar, elder then he; and 

obably Dathan, Abiram, and 0n, 
being the ſons of the eldeſt lon of Fa. 
_ obdid grudge that the priviſedge of 

Imogeniture, was taken from their 
Fither,and his houſe ;' See Ainſmorth 
Wy ny I6, 

The nature and manner of their of- 
fence was this; Corah took men, he 
ted, ſaith the Syriach Yerbion Mat 
Bovided, faith Fayguwr Onkelss , with. 
drew bimfelf, 'h ſeparated hiraſelf, took 
himſelf to be apart from the Congre- 
gatron, {aith Solomon Farchi, "And 
PDatha' 2, Abiram and 0» allo,vook men, 
28d ſeparated themſelves, or rather, 
. Corah took them all into a diſtin& 
Cengrezation Or Church, from the 
Cangregation of the Lord, and from 
being 2 under the power and. over-{ight 


of the Rulers thereof, Numb. T6 5-, 6. 


17, 40. Pſalm. 196, 17. They roſe 7 
aainft Moſes at Aaron Ke 


ough I 
con- 
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conceive them guilty rather of Eccle- | 
fialtical then of Civil diviſion, rather | 
of Schiim then Sedition or Treaſon, | 
and their oppoſition was rather 
againſt Moſes as a Miniſter, then asa 
Magiſtrate , for they ſaid nor all the 
people are wiſe, valiant, true hearted, 
which are the qualifications oft the 
Magiſtrate, they did nor claim to 
rule the ſtate, but to offer 1»cenſe, v. 3+ 
5,10, hence Aarons Rod budded, not 
Moſes his Rod, Numb. 17. though in 
their zeal for their Schiim, they did 
undutifully refle& alſo upon the civil 
Magiſtrate, v. 13. 14. nor did they 
plead only tor the equality of the 
Prieſts, with the high Prieſts, cr of 
the Levites with the Prieſts, asſome 
learned men dg conceive they did 
though this theh had been a very 
greaterror, and more expreſs againſt 
plain Texts, then it is now to hold the 
equality .of Church- Officers under 


the New-Teſtament; but though. , F 


Corab was a Levite, they pleaded tor 
| the 
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the cquality of all the people with the 
Pricſts and LZevites the words which 
Fude calls the gainſaying of Corah were 
theſe; AU the Church s holy , every 
one of them, and the Lord is amongſt 
them; wherefore lift ye up your ſelves 
abowe the C ongrteation of the Lord,v. 3». 
whereas in-dced and truth it was they 
tbat took too much upon them,v.7. 8, g. 
they preached much for Liberty, yea, 
{piritua}, miniſterial power in the bo- 
&y of the people,in oppoſition to their 
As and leagers,they affe&ted,chal- 

enged and uſurped the Prieſthood, 
v.10.in thatthey did feck isearwnry, 
(as the Septuazint readsit) to do the 
&york of the Pricſts, ro offer Inceale, 
which though they might cafily be 
etfied for,yer were not called to it, and 
queſt;cnlels, the people intended their 
ova profit roo; far itthe Prieſts work 
- might be taken from them, and done 
2Slawfully by others, why, might not 
alfo their Tithes and Wages £ This 
Schifm pretending the purity, power, 
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priviiedge and tndireRly the profit 
too of the body of the Cangregaion, 
and complaining of the uſurpation of 
the Pricfts, though reſiſted by Moſes, 
and 4aron (who hav.ng been highly 
and viſibly honoured by God ,»de- 
ſerved to have been very venerable 
amongſt the people) {o tar prevailed 
that Corah gathered all the (onzregation 

ainſt Moſes and Aaron, v. 1g. and 
though God by Moſes(the Elders of ihe 
Congrezation following him ) charged 
them to torſake (orah and his compa- 
ny ; yea, though God himſelf accor- 
ding as Moſes had foretold, appeared 
againſt them in an extraordinary ,mi- - 
raculous. way, v. 28. to 34. So that 
the people ſaw it and fled,v. 34. Yeton 
the morrow all th:Congregation({o fond 
they were of that pleating DoEtrine, 
after they had ſlept onit) z1rmered, 
againſt Moſes and Aaron, ſaying, ye 
have ſlain the people of the Lord,y. 41, 
42. asthough Moſes, Aaron and the: 
Elders were not the Lords people, but 
cnc- 
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encmies, yea murtherers of them, they 
meant of Chrah and his company, - 
which were raken away by Gods im- 
mediate hand, but afterward God for 
this their murmuring ſent a plague, 
v.49. &c. This Spirit that was in Co» 
ra, was indeed an evil, {edirious, 
tchifmarical Spirir, and their opinion - 
... 2hdpractiſe, how pleaſant and plauft - 
> Þlc tocyer; and what ever the 250. 
*- Pfinces of the Aſſembly, anJ ailthe 
Congregation voted for it, was a dan- 
eerous, deadly, damning fin, God 
did ftrike them dead, not by the com- 
mon atath of all men; ſome the earth 
Iwalowed up, v. 32. ſome the fire 
confumed, wv. 35, fome the plague , 
V. 47; and Fudeſanh, mer periſh in 
the 24infaying of Corah, | 
This oain{2ying of Cora? 15 a finot 
the new Teſtament as well of the old, 
Fude v.1 t;Let it be ſertouſly and lad- 
ly conſidered of whom that Texr is 
poken; and whether there be nor ma- 
ny now acays*fome pertaps of honeſt 
- btentions and affections) guilty of it. 
"> FINES, 
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